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Just hours before sending the FLORIDA SKIP to the 
printer, the Editor got news of the favorable ruling in part of 
the Browers ‘‘Noxious and Offensive’’ ham tower ruling in 
Vero Beach. (See FLORIDA SKIP, April 1993) I would like 
to thank David Brower, Al Smith (NR2K), and Craig Stewart 
(W4PHJ) for their assistance in assembling the needed 
information in order to get this into the FLORIDA SKIP in a 
timely and accurate manner. ger// 


David (WA4NST) and Sheri (N4XLF) Brower of Vero 
Beach. FL won their appeal of the Code Enforcement 
Board’s order finding them in violation of the laws and 
ordinances of Indian River County that limit the height of 
towers. In the code enforcement appeal, the court found that 
the local ordinances, which absolutely limit tower heights to 
70 feet, were preempted by PRB-1 and sec. 125.0185 (1), 
Fla. Stat. that incorporates PRB-1 as state law. Quoting the 
opinion, written by Judge J. Kenney, ‘‘We conclude that the 
ordinances in question are nothing more than flat and 
arbitrary prohibitions enacted without any attempt to con- 
sider, much less balance, legitimate community concerns, 
with similarly legitimate, and legally recognized rights, of 
amateur radio licensees.”’ 


The appeal of the ‘civil trial that found the radio 
transmissions to be ‘‘Noxious and Offensive activity and the 
appearance of the tower and antenna an annoyance and 
nuisance to the neighborhood”’ is still pending. The issue in 
this case is the broad interpretation of deed restrictions to 
prohibit amateur radio. The tower and antennas are standing 
but the Browers are still enjoined from further radio 
transmission from their home. 
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Polk Ham Club Hosts Fly-in. Some of the message center staff 
1 to r: Partial Darrell Davis (KC4KGN), O.B. Esquinaldo 
(KD4HOV), Ginger Fitzgerald (WB4SOU), Lucky Parker 
(K4EBO), Gene Collins (N4NCR), Chet Carruth (AB4XK), Al 
Duncan (WB4HF), Rubye Duncan. 


The Polk Ham Club and The Fort Pierce Amateur Radio 
Club hosted visitors from space; well sort of from space. 
How about from up in the air? The Experimental Aircraft 
Association (EAA) held fly-ins; March 6th and 7th at Saint 
Lucie County (Florida) Airport and April 18th through the 
24th at the Lakeland, Florida Airport. 4 


The Amateur Radio Clubs took advantage of the 
opportunity to set up radio stations to demonstrate to the 
public the role amateur radio plays in handling messages 
during emergency situations. Visitors to the shows were 
allowed to send messages anywhere in the world and the 
public greeted the opportunity with enthusiasm. All the 
messages were transmitted via the National Traffic System 
(NTS), the backbone of Amateur Radio. In looking over 
traffic reports submitted for the month from the various nets, 
the impact of the additional traffic generated by the Fly-Ins 
was evident. The details of each club’s participation in the 
fly-ins are reported separately below. 


The Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA) was foun- 
ded in 1953 by Paul H. Poberezny, who invited a number of 
close friends and fellow homebuilding enthusiasts to a 


(Continued on Page 23) 


published monthly for $8.00 p 
year by FLORIDA SKIP, Inc., P.O. 
Box 501, Miami Springs, FL 33266. 


Second Class Postage is paid ath 
Miami, FL POSTMASTER: Send 
address ‘changes to FLORIDA 


Rd., Melbourne, FL 32935. 


: | xady | Clark, walyT, ‘Editor/Publisher. j. 
Gerry Wentz, KC4EHT, Managing Editor 
tae & Ramey, ae a H 


% STATE EDITORS 
SSB Nets: Dr. W. R. (Doc) Staples, W4SME 
5737 Lindsay Rd., Micco, FL 32976 
Special Correspondent: Carl Zelich, AA4MI 
250 Diana Blvd., Merritt Island, FL 32952 
Packet: Kay Anderson, W8DUV 
644 Flamingo Dr., Apollo Beach, FL 33572 
CW Nets: Ed Roller, K41A 
Box 894, Punta Gorda, FL 33951 
Data Editor (Nets, FCC, Hamfests, Packet, etc.): 
Bill Britton, KB4VOL 
8703 SE Jardin St:, Hobe Sound, FL 33455 
(Pse send him updates) 
QCWA: Eli Nannis, KAJMH 
14966 Imperial Pt. Dr., N. Largo, FL 34644 
OOTC & Knights of ie Klay Bob McDow, W4KOG 
436 Gull Ct., N.’Palm Beach, FL 33408-5114 
Army MARS: Lorraine S Matthew, AAM3PR 
P.O. Box 1439, Santa Rosa Beach, FL 32459-1439 
AF MARS: David J. Sweeney, AFA2YB (KA4UGE) 
18127 Moorhaven Dr., Springhill, FL 34610-7110 


Any item in FLORIDA SKIP may be reprinted in an 
other publication with an appropriate credit line please. 


The publishers of this paper do not assume the 
esponsibility of statements made by their advertisers in 


paper represent solely the individual opinions of the write 
and not those of FLORIDA SKIP. 
DEADLINE: 10th of month at: 
1280 Sarno Rd., Suite 224. 
Melbourne, FL 32935 
fSee Advertising Rates in Hambar Section) 


NOTICE SNOW BIRDS — 


| - When you FLY North or South, or any hes 


let us know at least 2 to 3 weeks in advance. 

¢ without advising us, the Post Office retums 

yO! and it costs us 35 cents for each issue. It used to 
be 15 cents, but they increased it over 100 percent. Please 
help us aah beter Job for Fab Thanks!! Editor 
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business competition. All signed articles published in this 


Sana ny ee Managing Editor 


Time to wrap up another month of business in our Amateur 
community and a busy one it was. The hamfest activities 
slacked off, but will never die, as field day preparations 
preoccupy everybody for the moment. FLORIDA SKIP has 
been busy in the background keeping track of a multitude of 
address changes for people in migration to their summer 
homes up north. Although we still have. some sfragments of 
operation down in Andy’s Miami Springs area, we hope to 
complete a totally centralized operation in Melbourne very 
soon. A sudden, uncalculated relocation was an invitation to 
disaster so we’re taking it a'step at a time. So bear with us; we . 
expect a few glitches to occur from time to time. 


I thought I would throw in a picture of my block house 
where the FLORIDA SKIP is launched each month. It is also 
my radio station. Despite what you think, it is orderly 
disorganization, Most of my radio equipment is mounted in or 
on a console that served many years as the dispatcher’s 
console in the Melbourne Police Department. The equipment 
includes an Icom-3220H dual bander,’ Kenwood TM-2530, 
Icom R7000, PRO 2006, MFJ1278 Turbo, PK232, INFOCI- 
PHER 1500R Data Receiver, HO-10 Monitor Scope, INFO 
TECH M605 FDM Demodulator, Frequency Display Unit and 
computer monitor for packet. On the left is my TS450 HF unit. 
That’s about it. See you next month. ger// 


FLORIDA SKIP 
1280 Sarno Rd., Suite 224 
Melbourne, FL 32935 


FLORIDA SKIP New © Renewal - 
Name __ : i ah é Call ws 
Addresge cat 

MON tee ee 


| 
; | 
I 1 
| 
! 
| 
1 
| Enclosing $8.00 for | year subscriptionto = ! 
| ete : 
j | 
| | 
| 
| 1 
. 
| | 
t j 
| | 
| 


SALE 


O 
ICOM 


ICOM IC-2330 144/220MHz 45/25W MOBILE $635. 
ICOM IC-3230A 144/440MHz 25/25W MOBILE 565. 
ICOM IC-3230H 144/440MHz 45/35W MOBILE 615. 
ICOM IC-2410H 144/440MHZ 45/35W MOBILE 675. 
ICOM IC-P2AT 144MHz 10OMEM/TIP HT 320. 
ICOM IC-P4AT AAOMHz 100MEM/TIP HT 358. 
ICOM IC-R72 GEN COVERAGE RECEIVER 785. 
ICOM PS-70 AC HT POWER SUPPLY 24. 
ICOM* IC-2KL S5OOW SOLID STATE TE AMP 1575. 
ICOM* _/IC-4KL JoOOW _" : Ae 5450, 


*SPECIAL ORDER ONLY WITH DEPOSIT. 
AVAILABILITY-ALL PRODUCTS ADVERTISED ARE SUBJECT TO CURRENT STOCK 


YAESU 


**NOW THROUGH AUGUST 31, 1993. PRICE REFLECTS COUPON DISCOUNT 


YAESU FT-5200 DUAL BAND. VHF/UHF $599.** 
YAESU FT-6200 DUAL BAND UHF/1.2GHz 660.** 
YAESU FT-890 HF ALL MODE XCEVR 1099. ** 
YAESU FT-890AT W/AUTO ANT TUNER BUILT-IN 1259. ** 
YAESU FT-470 2M/70cm HT 369."* 


FREE FRESH BREWED COFFEE 


1001 NW 52 STREET 
FT LAUDERDALE, rL 33309 
305 491-7110 

SEBASTIAN TO KEY WEST 
1-800-427-3 


MIKE SPIVAK 
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Doc capnles (W4SME), Editor 


FROM DOC, W4SME FPTN NET MANAGER...Hardly a 
day went by during the month of April when the Net did not 
experience some type of atmospheric disturbance! It’s a wonder that 
any of us can hear anything after all the racket, but BELIEVE IT 
OR NOT, the total] checkins for the month were only 64 below the 
month of March at 1142 averaging 38.1 per session. However, you 
really got your teeth into the traffic with a surprising 513 pieces and 
a daily average of 17.1. 

Everyone should feel a real GLOW, your average exchange time 
dropped to 1.8 minutes per message. All of this warrants a SUPER 
pat on the back! When the 1000th station was called on Friday, 30 
April, it was NR2F from Dunnellon who walked away with the ”’ 
GOLDEN COOKIE AWARD ”’. Congratulations Charlie! 

The FPTN HONOR ROLL for April has the following dedicated 
hiembers: 

KO4DR, WA4EIC, NR2F, WA4JDH, KB4MON, K4NKA, 
K4SJA, WB4TOV, WA9SVND, KB4WCX, WB4WYG, and 
WB4ZVD. 

In the 90% attendance or better bracket,the Net recognizes: 

WD4DAH, WA4EYU, N4GMU, K2GNZ, KD4IVP, N4JAQ, 
K4KIC, WA4QXT, WA4RUE, W4SME, WB4TZR and KKAVT. 

During the month the Net recognized 117 Travelers who came 
and participated in Net operations. However, on April 27th while 
W4WYR was Net Control my very good friend KAIIUJ, Dave 
called into the Net from Antartica, Mc Murdo Sound. Dave hails 
from Jefferson, ME. and is a contract civilian with the Navy. 


Although Dave didn’t break any signal strength records, he was | 


copiable by several stations on the Net and I guess you know it got 
the ‘‘juices’’ flowing! This month we added to our Net Roster, 
WB2WPA, Gary from Naples. WELCOME ABOARD and we hope 
that you will enjoy being a member of this Friendly Family of 
Traffic Handlers. Gary’s reputation is well known in the area of 
Emergency Preparedness and Emergency Communications. Tom, 
KI4CQ is back full time after traveling for several weeks, you were 
missed Tom and we’re glad that you’re back. Roy, K4EJW 
continues with his treatment schedule and we all wish him the best 
possible results. Our Training Director, KO4DR has just completed 
a new Training Manual for the Net and I hope very soon to be able 
to find the time and money to get it copied and printed for 
distribution to all Net Members, particularly for those new to the 
Net. Art has done a most commend able job. THANKS again Art 
for. all the time and effort! Checking the QST for May, I was very 
disappointed to note that only 16 Members of the Net submitted a 
Monthly SAR to their respective Section Manager or STM. That’s 
just a bare 36% of the whole Net. Let’s all try to do better and get 
your reports in before the 3rd of the following month. Just like the 
Marines, FPTN is always looking for a few GOOD operators. If you 
enjoy the comradarie of a closely knit group and enjoy message 
handling, JOIN US...ANY MORNING at 1055 UTC during the 
summer months on 3940Khz. It’s 30 for now es 73, DOC, W4SME 
From MORT...WX4H, Net Manager, FMTN...April has 
passed..with FLYING COLORS! Wow what a job you did with the 
EAA Fly-In traffic. ALL the NCS’s had their share of traffic to pass 
and that was GREAT! And let’s not forget to thank the teams that 
worked at EAA for the way in which they handled all that outgoing 
traffic. I want to thank ALL of the FMTN participants who- brought 
traffic and took traffic for the month. (Ed.Note..MORT forgot to 
give me any Stats?) PATIENCE is such a valuable trait for a traffic 
handler. During the month when so many had to go off frequency 
and find another station to handle the traffic we certainly 
experienced a true TEST of Patience! Let me tell you how proud I 
feel when I observe all of you working so well together as a team. I 
wonder sometimes if you realize how fortunate the Net is to have so 
many talented members where each offers so many factors that enter 
into the art of traffic handling? CONGRATS... We are always 
looking for NEW stations to become Members of the Net but during 
April we did not have the opportunity to welcome anyone to the 
Roster of Regular stations? For TWO years I have been your Net 
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Manager! I want you to know that I have enjoyed the experience, 
BUT it’s TIME for me to leave and tum the reins over to a NEW 
Net Manager There are many members of the Net who will do just 
a great job so won’t you please send your nominations to Rudy, 
WA4PUP as soon as possible! FMTN meets DAILY with it’s 
warm-up at 1150 local time on 7247.5 (+/-)and the FORMAL’ 
session begins at 1200 365 days of the year. Come join 
us... THANKS es 73/88’s, MORT, WX4H 

From EARL, K4FQU... Net Manager, SWFTN. Well folks, 
SPRING has sprung in grand style and the annual migration of the 
SNOWBIRDS is just about complete. Golly, we hate to see them 
go, but it is pleasant to have the Net returned to the REGULARS! 
Alas, we will have only a few short sessions and then the summer 
tourists will be in the area to keep us company. For that short 
stretch it sure is nice, and I think you will agree, to be able to drive 
again without long lines of traffic and having to wait virtually hours 
to get a restaurant seat! That’s life! 

In the STATS column for April, the Net recognized 512 stations 
checking in with an average of almost 20 per session! During the 26 
sessions the Net handled 176 pieces of traffic with an average of 7 
pieces per session. Good work everybody. A special bouquet to 
Felicia, KB6ECH for the top honors she acquired with her PSHR 
score as printed in the May QST. By the time you read this, 
MOTHER’s DAY will have passed us for another year and the 


‘burst of traffic will be long gone but, we will have other affairs in 


May that will help to keep our traffic count up for the month. Just 
for kicks, ORIGINATE just one message from your station for a 
member of your family to another family member located at a 
distance, and you will earn not only the points for your SAR but the 
Net will really BENEFIT! The Net has the benefit of the talents of 
NCS’s who are doing a SUPER job. I don’t have to take a Net 
anymore so NOW I can sit and DOODLE and keep track of the 
STATS! My plea for aditional LIAISON stations continues because 
we never will have enough even though we now have some faithful 
REGULARS. SWFTN meets Monday thru Saturday at 1500UTC on 
a frequency of 146.88 and EVERYONE is WEL- 
COME...161,EARL,K4FQU 

From BOB, KC4ZHF...Asst. NET MANAGER, SEFTN. Well 


' GANG you did some real fine work during the month of Aril 


amassing a total of 1107 check-ins for an average 37 stations per 
session. Although you were seven checkins off the March pace, you 


_ more than made up for that in the traffic count of 308, an average 


of almost 11 pieces per session! In addition you kept up your good 
record for ‘‘time-per-message’’ We made a new record! The 67th 
CONSECUTIVE month with over ‘‘1000’’ stations checking in! 
CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL. The recepient of the HONOR of 
the ‘1000th’ check-in was yours truly. It happened on the 28th with 
Walt, W4DWN as NCS. Our FIRST Semi-Annual Picnic of 1993 
was held on April 24th and we had the pleasure of the presence of 
29 Amateurs, with wives, relatives and quests! At this time I want 
to thank ALL that came, brought fantastic dishes and made Jim, 
KD4GR a HAPPY CHEF! I certainly hope everyone had plenty to 


‘ eat? Don’t forget, we plan to do this again in either November or 


December, so stay tuned for further news! Now to FUN and 
GAMES. AB4WQ, Paula was in charge of the entertainment 
committee and WOW didn’t we have a ball with Walt, W4DWN-- 
Harry, KD4JMV Leading--and Paula on her harmonica for a 
Sing-a-long! In between breaths, Harry had us rolling on the ground 
with his ‘one-liners’ and this led into our AWARDS CEREMONY! 
Recognition was given to Jim, KD4GR, Net Manager, Ford, 
KB4WBY and Bob KC4ZHF Assistant Net Managers! Laura, 
WASYVND and Dick, WA4PFK were recognized for their continu- 
ing support as Liaison stations and not to be forgotten, our Net 
Control Stations: W4DWN, KB4NSA, N4YES, KB4WBY, 
KC4ZHF, KD4JMV and KC4PZG! Other awards were presented to 
N4LLZ, N4TYN, AB4WQ, KA4YHS, KD4IMK and the ‘‘TOP 
DOG’’ award was carried away by our own KD4GR! Incidentally, 
‘**Adoption Papers’’ were presented to W4DWN, OFICIALLY 
adopting WALT into SEFTN!. Certificates of Appreciation were 

presented to ALL of the Alternate NCS’s. PLEASE Don’t forget, - 
SEFTN MEETS 365 days of the year AT 1800 (LOCAL TIME) on 


146.19/79...Come join us, “hog are ALWAYS WELCOME!.. .73/88’s 


BOB, KC4ZHF3 
From BILL, WD4KBW, Net Manager FAST Net... (For some 


-months now as Editor of the Phone Net Column, I have been 


requesting information from the FAST and FAST LATE Nets). 


see 


Apparently Bill has attempted to send me this information via 
Packet. Forwarding to me has never been accomplished and if it had 
not been for KI4VT, Joe of Frostproof, I would have never known 
Bill was actually sending me DATA! Although I don’t have any 
info about Net happenings or info about LATE FAST, I am happy 
to be able to tell you that FAST NETS met in 60 sessions during 
April with 417 check-ins who handled 261 pieces of traffic in 726 
minutes. I hope next month that Bill will submit a more complete 
teport of FAST news for this column perhaps via some other more 
reliable mode than Packet! 


Ed Roller (K41A), Editor 


QFNS Reported by Walt, WA4QXT: The month of April was 
fantastic. QNI was the same 208 which means the average was 
slightly higher. QTC 154, which is much higher than last month’s 
116 and the highest it’s been in a long time. QND was higher also 
because of the high traffic; it was 693. 

The reason for this increase is the Sun & Fun EAA traffic 
brought by WA9VND and WA4QXT to QFNS and WA4JDH being 
there to get it put into the Sth Region. A lot of other stations also 
helped. 

I am going to be out of town May 28th until June 6th. 
WAYVND will be taking QFNS reports for May and sending 
monthly reports to K4ZK and WX4J. I will gone June 13 for 2 
weeks but will be back to take reports in June. 

There will be a new manager for QFNS starting July 1st and I 
will leave July 8th for Connecticut and New York until October 
10th. I will then retum to Florida to rest. 

I wish to thank the NCSs and all for the support I have received 
this year and will support the next manager upon my return. Come 
join us on 3715 kHz every night at 8:00 EDT. 

f - 73, Walt 

Gator Net Manager Dan, W4DL writes: Chris N4EKC will be 
leaving soon for a double graduation - that of his two grandchildren 
from college. 

Mae, W3CUL and Al, W3VR are arranging their schedules 
around work to install ducts for their new air conditioner and 
heating system. 

Andy, W4IYT, along with his new EC Norm, K4RBR were on 
TV Channel 35 as guests on ‘‘Hosted by Henry’’, a show by the 
blind ham Henry Alexander, AB4ZQ. 

Dan, W4DL tired of replacing parts on his old 220 amplifier, 
sold the tubes and gave the 220 to the purchaser. 

All net members should read the letter written by net member 
Gerry Wentz, KC4EHT, the new editor of FLORIDA SKIP, in the 
April 29 issue of WESTLINK. 


FMSN Reported by J.B., KC4ECA: We had to stretch a bit 
during the April EAA Fly-in and it felt good. Since this was my 
third year on the relay end of things, I wanted to see what. W4TJM 
looked like. Driving over to the Lakeland air strip, I had the surprise 
of my life. There was at least a mile of homebuilt aircraft on each 
side of the runway, but I could not find the hamshack. Finally an 
Englishman told me, ‘‘it’s just beyond the chips’’. 

I enjoyed an eyeball with Bill, WT4F and Ginger WB4SOU. 
Both have been responsible for directing operations of the Fly-in for 
ten years. I also met WB3FWU and three FMSN ops; K4EBE, 
AB4XK and AA4HT who were running a tight traffic center. 

This summer, Jim, AA4BN will be on hand in Clewiston using 
his Drake TR7 with a 70 foot inverted vee. He also has a rhombic 
for 4RN and EAN when needed. 

Ed, K2HD near Brooksville has a 5-band homebuilt dipole fed 
by his Yaesu 757 which will also be on the air all summer. 
Widowed and remarried, Ed used to handle traffic on 2RN from 
North Long Island is in the 80’s. he is glad to be into Florida traffic 


” 


and looks for more action. . 

The check-in-kid did it again. O.B., WC4D was on duty 100%, 
followed by WASVND, 93%; WIKAM, 84%; and WT4F, 77%. 
Suggestions for a new FMSN Manager are requested. My term is up 
on June 30, and it is time for a Northern Florida operator to step in. 
So please give it some thought, as you get to meet some of the 
nicest ops. Keep it grounded. 

- 73, J.B. 

QFN Reported by Rip, AA4HT: April traffic reflected a nice 
increase over March. The Sun & Fun traffic along with the Easter 
greetings generated the 35% increase. Two QFN members had a 
100% check in for April. O.B., WC4D for both sessions and Dick, 
WA4PFK for the early session. Mort, WX4H missed only one night 
on both sessions. Your effort is greatly appreciated. 

With the summer fast approaching, we will probably soon have 
to more early session to 7061 kHz as conditions deteriorate on 80 
meters. Just a reminder, if you don’t find early sessions on 3651, 
then the NCS has probably moved to 7061. 

Great to have some new stations joining us in April. They 
include AB4XK, Chet near Winter Haven; WBICEG, Vic in 
Maitland; KQ4HY in Fort Myers; and N4WLM, Fred in Vero 
Beach. We also had KASNNG and WB4RHG. See you on QEN. 

- 73 Rip 

Notes from K4IA: Coming up now for appointment by July 1 is 
the change in net managers. Our statewide nets shift managers each 
year or two from Northern to Southern Florida section, or vice 
versa, to balance the duties. 

Net management can be an interesting appointment. If you have 
to be away periodically, someone on the net will take the net 
session statistics and hold them for your return. Consider notifying 
your SM or STM that you would be interested in managing your 
favorite net, as they are now accepting nominations. 

- 73, Ed, K41A 


TOP TWENTY TRAFFICERS - APRIL 1993 
By WA4PFK and WX4J 


STATION TOTAL STATION TOTAL 


1 W3CUL 3316 11 NR2F 558 
2 WX4H 2012 12 WD4II0 558 
3 W4TIM 1424 Ae) AA4HT 533 
- WASVND — 1309 14 K4EUK 447 
5 WA4SQXKT 1215 15 WA4EIC 365 
6 KB6ECH 1106 16 KB4WBY323 
7 W3VR 1055 17 WC4D_ = 313 
8 K4FQU 995 18 AA4BN 311 
9 N4SS 807 19 K4IA 274 
10 K4SCL 572 20 KC4ECA 260 


WA4PCK 260 


CALLING ALL YLs 


The FLORIDORA YLs are still active! Their net is o 
every Tuesday at 9 AM on 3.933 and any licensed YL ca 
check in. There are no membership responsibilities, no 
officers and no dues. This net has been on the air for over 35 

ears and still going strong. -WB4AUR 
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WUTSA WOUFF HONG? 


- By Earl Spencer, K4FQU 


Over the years there have been traditions that existed 
within the hobby that were often thought of as indestructible. 
Are they? They were, to say the least, interesting; and they 
did, or should and perhaps still do, reflect the heritage of our 

fine hobby. 


The ‘‘WOUFF HONG’’ is the 
largest tradition of all in amateur 
radio circles. It has been the tradi- 
tional symbol of Ham Radio for 
many years. I have been a ham for 
36 years and it was around long 
before my time. As you can see by 
the photo, it was not a very preten- 
tious looking object, however for its 
purpose, it could wield a lot of 
damage. The Wouff Hong was a 
mythical creation of an anonymous 
writer using the name, “‘The Old 
Man’’, who after his death was 
found to be Hiram Percy Maxim, the 
‘father of Ham radio’’. He was the 
co-founder of the ARRL and many 
will recognize his callsign, W1AW. 


The Wouff Hong was mentioned 
in many of his stories in Maxims 
series called ‘‘Rotten Radio’’ often 
read in the confines of QST around 
1917. The Old Man referred to the 
now-legendary Wouff Hong for the 
first time in an article entitled ‘‘Rot- 
ten QRM”’, referring to unnecessary 
interference by crummy operators 
who today would be called ‘‘LIDS’’. 


The Wouff Hong was one of 
three mythical instruments of 
strangulation or torture designed by 
The Old Man (along with his other 
nonsense word creations; the Rettys- 
nitch, and the Uggerumph) to attack 
poor operating practices and ensure good radio-operating 
techniques. The Wouff Hong actually appeared in its physical 
form at the ARRL headquarters in time to be pictured in June 
1919 QST. It is still on display at ARRL Headquarters. From 
* this mystical symbol emerged the ‘‘Royal Order of the Wouff 
Hong’’, a sort of Amateur Radio secret society intended to 
symbolize an honorary inner circle of the League. Initiations 
into the society are still conducted during League conven- 
tions and always at the stroke of midnight. 


Another tradition still in use today is ‘‘OM’’, which can 
also trace its roots back to Hiram Percy. It evolved from the 
term, ‘‘The Old Man”’ (abbreviated T.O.M.) and shortened to 
OM. Today, hams still refer to each other as OM. 


In the ‘‘old’’ days, the noise created by the crashing of 
the spark gap transmitters on shipboard and shore station 
installations resulted in their being ‘‘banished’’ to their own 
shacks in isolated locations. From that, it is easy to figure out 
the derivation of the term ‘‘Hamshack’’ which, of course, is 
a familiar word to all of us today. 


As you can see, many of the Ham radio traditions of our 
forefathers continue to this day. ‘‘Old Timers’’ like me take 
these traditions seriously. 
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were processed by the FCC. 


- Excerpted and edited from article appearing in The Fort 
Myers ARC MODULATOR, April 1993, Earl Spencer 
(K4FQU) Editor. 


ORLANDO HAMFEST 
RESCHEDULING EXPLAINED 


As discussed in the last issue, the Orlando Hamfest had 
been rescheduled to February of next year. The reasons were 
not quite clear at the time but FLORIDA SKIP has been able 
to get a good explanation from Buzz Showalter, W4UJL, one 
of the head buzzards at the Orlando Hamfest. 


The OARC was informed that the Florida State Fair and 
the Central Florida Fair both had been extended to three 
weeks duration and they took over the dates of the Orlando 
Hamfest necessitating the scheduling change. Orlando opted 


for February 18-20 but realized that they were in direct 


conflict with the Sarasota Hamfest. Buzz and Ed Martin, ~ 
KI4ZJ, President of the Sarasota ARC, got their heads 
together and Sarasota agreed to schedule their hamfest for 
January 22/23. The OARC was also concerned about the 
dates of the Orlando Fest being too close to the Miami show. 
However, when all the smoke cleared, it appeared that the 
commercial vendors would be happier with the short interval 
and the short hop between Miami and Orlando. As of this 
writing, it seems that everybody is happy now. 


HELLO HIGHLANDS COUNTY ARC 


FLORIDA SKIP was contacted by Ray Ambrose 
(WB4AJW) of the Highlands County Amateur Radio Club. 
Ray says he’s gearing up to publish a Newsletter for the club 
whose members come from Lake Placid, Sebring, and Avon 
Park. The club which numbers around 100 now is hoping to 
expand its membership and we hope they do. The club meets 
the third Monday of every month and you might want to 
check into their net on Wednesday nights at 8 PM. The first 
Wednesday of the month the net meets on 147.270. and the 
remainder of the month on 147.045. 


Our Editor Emeritus, Andy Clark, W4IYT, is an old buddy 
of Ray’s brother Bill Ambrose, W4QV and chats with him 
frequently on 40M. Bill is a relatively new ham (73 years) 
and is now 87 years old. Bill was an airline pilot for over 35 
years and has logged over 40,000 hours of flying time. In 
1921, he took a 50 watt ham radio station and converted it 
into the second legally licensed broadcast station in the 
United States. It became known as WCBU in Amold, 
Pennsylvania and its call letters still live on. It has been sold 
many times in subsequent years but to Bill, I bet he still 
thinks of it as his old ham radio rig! 


Thanks Ray for filling us in on another one of those 
interesting tidbits that abound in the world of amateur radio. 


An Amateur Radio milestone was reached at the end of 
March when the total number of FCC licenses eased over 
the 600,000 mark. Here’s the breakdown: 


Amateur Extra: 62,397 Advanced: 110,656 
General: 126,011 Technician: 201,670 Novice: 99,711 


Clubs (2,067), Military-Recreational (113) and RACES | 
(251) brought the grand total to 602, 876. Also in March 
4,239 new operator licenses were issued and 2,779 upgrades 


- From the ARRL Letter April 1993 
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The C-ZED 2 Meter 
Base or Remote Omni Antenna 


Only $24.95 Each 


O) Built with sturdy High-Temper Aluminum, this 2 Meter 


a elementco-linear antenna performs with the best of 
em. 


[J] Antennaassembly is simple and straightforward- only 
twosecrews to install. 


[J No tuning necessary. Antenna is pre-tuned at the fac- 


tory for 144 - 148 MHz operation. SWR is typically less 
than 1.5:1 across entire 2 Meter band. 


O Direct wiring ofcoax to antenna eliminates trou blesome connector failures and 
saves approximately 1/4 dB signal loss. : 


C] Allstress points are reinforced with solid Nylon rod. Antenna has very low wind 
loading, andis at DC ground for lightning protection and static drain. 


CL] Antennamounts on any 1-1/4" mast utilizing two 5/16" U-boits. 


[J This antennais perfect for Packet and FM Voice Repeaters, and reaches out for 
those long-hauilsimplex contacts. 


: 
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6% Sales Tax | Port St. Lucie, FL 34952 
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Eli Nannus (K4JMh), Editor 


I wish to congratulate Gerry. Wentz, the new editor of 
FLORIDA SKIP for doing an excellent job in continuing SKIP as 
an excellent publication for all radio amateurs in Florida. 

Our National officers held a meeting in the middle of April and 
we should be hearing some of the results soon. The convention 
committee is meeting each month and an excellent program is 
planned. They will need some financial help from our many Florida 
chapters. 

GATOR CHAPTER - At our April meeting, the attendance was 
41 members and guests. Our May meeting will be our last formal 
meeting but we will continue to meet at informal meetings to 
discuss our DX and electronic problems. The program was given by 
Jay Strom, K9BSL. With the aid of slides and his XYL, he told of 
his very interesting 14-day Mediterranean Cruise that started in 
Venice and visited many interesting locations. We were pleased to 
see one of our members on the front cover of the QCWA Joumal, 
Lester Pulley, W4DH. He is 96 years young and still drives his own 
car. Blanche, W4GXZ, gave a report on the QCWA National 
Convention to be held on October 29/30 this year. The convention 
information was in the QCWA Journal and reservations are already 
coming in. Bob Kleiber KR8G, reported his 50th wedding 
anniversary. Harold Johnson, K4GVB, Roger Harned, W9ZSW and 
Alice, XYL of K4KE, had birthdays this month. We said good-bye 
and a safe journey to our northem members and we hope to see 
them back next winter. 

- Reported by Eli Nannis, K4JMH 

CENTRAL FLORIDA CHAPTER - Our chapter takes pride in 
the fact that we have the best representation on the Wednesday at 
1000 am, 7274 kHz and Saturday at 0800 on 3955kHz Florida state 
QCWA nets. Too bad that more chapters don’t check in. We hope 
that there will be a better percentage of Florida QCWA members 
attending the National convention in October. Pelican and Gator 
chapters are working hard to make it a success. Our chapter. meets 
on the 3rd Saturday of each month, year round at Stacey’s Buffet 
US 98N Lakeland. Activities start at 11:30AM. More information 
can be had on our Saturday net 7243kHz at 0900. W2HGV will 
soon go on a CA vacation and will sked folks back home. Ditto for 
WIPCO who retums to his summer home in Main. VEIFY finds 
the weather more moderate back home than in Florida during the 
summer. Many retum to their northern nests including NM9K and 
W8KGO. We keep in touch on 14245kHz, 1230PM on Thursdays. 
K8RIF and WT4F keep busy with emergency coordination 
operations. WIPB has a QCWA 60-year award. N4BU joined 
QCWA and is one of our youngest old timers. WA4OZA does a 
superb job as VP of the chapter and always has an excellent 
program for our meetings. Sympathy to Sven Gormsen, W4SZ on 
the loss of his wife. W4OFT is in his 7th decade as a ham. Let’s 
everyone promote attendance at the National convention and attend 
ourselves. 

- Reported by Jim Gundry, W4JM 

SOUTHEAST CHAPTER - We held our meeting on April 
17th and all members and guests introduced themselves. Al Wilcox, 
W4ELR was welcomed back to the fold after many weeks of illness. 
The upcoming national QCWA convention was discussed. Andy 
Clark, W4IYT related an incident of meeting the doctor who saved 
the severed fingers of his hand 40 years ago after an accident aboard 
a Navy ship. Two new members were voted into our chapter: 
Wendell Rushton, W4ZAA and Donald Search, W3ACG. Wendal, 
and Sylvia, his XYL were both welcomed into the fold. Dick 
McCoy, W4ZPO donated a 50-cup coffee maker to our chapter for 
future parties and hamborees. Harry told of a quantity of radio 
equipment that was stolen at the last Miami Hamboree and its effeci 
upon the younger would-be hams in our community. Harry also 
reported the starting of an educational program of ham radio at the 
local Miccosukee Indian reservation. Our chapter voted $100 
towards this educational system. The 50/50 drawing was won by 


Wendell, W4ZAA and John Ayer. 
- Reported by Herb Bernard, W4JXA 
SUWANEE CHAPTER - Our April meeting was contradictory 
and perhaps unique - the program was short, useful and amusing, 
while the business portion was long, yet productive. We had a 
moment of silence in memory of 2 members Don, K3CKC and Jim, 
W4HCG who became silent keys within 5 days of each other in 
April. Our semi-monthly newsletter has acquired a name; ZERO 
BEAT, submitted in a contest won by Oliver, KIHYL and 
underwent an expansion from one page to a multi-page format. 
President Bill, K2YMQ reminded all that the national Hotline report 


- indicated that previous national members need only pay the current 


dues to rejoin. Membership was requested to pass the word about 
this and to participate in a recruiting drive. Jim, K2SN suggested 
that members review the QCWA Journal’s list of new members as 
Suwannee chapter prospects. Ray, W1IRFE asked that the chapter 
consider changing the meeting day from Thursday back to Saturday 
in order to accommodate younger potential members who are still 
gainfully employed. The larger discussion on income and outgo 
seemed to reflect the national attitude on the economy and the 
deficit situation -find more sources of revenue and live within your 
means. An effort has begun to procure chapter ID badges from the 
local sign man and a survey will begin shortly to find a restaurant 
with larger accommodations. 


- Reported by Bob Saulpaugh, AG3S 


PELICAN CHAPTER - Our chapter held its monthly meeting 
on April 21st at the Homestyle Family Buffet in St. Petersburg. 
Following the luncheon, Program Chairman Hal Fox introduced 
Fred Booth of GTE who gave an interesting presentation on the 
prevention of ‘‘telephone fraud’’. He held a question and answer 
session following his talk which generated considerable interest. A 
special memorial ceremony to honor recently departed Silent Keys 
was held. Charter members, KF4DI, K4KE, K4FCW & K4WP 
assisted in attaching engraved call letter pins to the QCWA banner. 
The Silent Key’s recognized were K4QZ, Reg Iversen, K4KC, Bill 
Franklin, W1ION, Frank Port, K4OC, Ray Eastman and K4EGM, 
Herm Whittman. A prayer was given in their memory. 

- Reported by Don Bic, W4PCO 


PALM BEACH CHAPTER 111 The chapter held its regular 

meeting at the North Palm Beach C.C. dining room on the 27th of 
April, and we had an excellent tumout of twenty-nine members and 
guests. 
President Bob McDow, W4KOG, read a letter from Don Bice., 
W4PCO, Treasurer for the 1993 QCWA Convention, thanking the 
Chapter for its donation to the upcoming convention in St. 
Petersburg next October. He also brought to the attention of the 
chapter, a recent ruling by a circuit court in Vero Beach which 
effectively required an Amateur to cease operation because his 
neighbor didn’t like his tower. A lively discussion followed. 
Hopefully, this decision will be corrected on the appeal. 

The group enjoyed a very interesting and enlightening talk on 
‘*Microwave Operation’’ by Mort Penn, WA2STA. Mort and a few 
other Amateurs in the New Jersey and Texas area are actively 
communicating over long distances at frequencies up to 10 
gigacycles (10,000 mc) using both SSB and CW. Mort is the 


25 Years a Hans? 
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159 E. 16th Street 
Eugene, OR 97401 
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coholder of several records for communication at these frequencies. 
Two new members were welcomed to QCWA as Mort Penn, 
WAQ2STA, and Amold Lake, W2SPX were entered into the Chapter. 
Next meeting will be at the NPB C.C. on the 25th of May. 
We’re looking forward to a good tumout, and hope you can all 

make it. 
73 & 88 Bob McDow, W4KOG 


OLD OLD TIMERS CLUB NEWS 


I recently received my membership card in the OOTC 
21-C Club as announced in the last issue of Spark Gap 
Times. The club is composed of all the members of OOTC 
who are planning on getting together on Jan. 1, 2000 for a 
big international QSO. (time and frequency to be announced) 
The idea being to celebrate the beginning of the 21st century. 
All OOTC members are welcome. Drop Ted, W5EJ a line at 
HQ. 


Our local net control operator Bob Bookwalter, W4NWF 
was recently awarded a Certificate of Appreciation for his 
effort spent as OOTC Director from 1988 thru 1993. 
Congratulations Bob, and many thanks from all the members 
of the district. We are all aware of your deep interest in 
OOTC and wish to echo the feelings of appreciation 
represented by your award. 


Recent word has it that John Witherspoon, W4GUJ is well 
on the road to recovery from his recent heart operation, and 
will be back on the air very soon; probably before this gets 
into print. On the other side, we have gotten word that Bob 
Bookwalter, W4NWF will be going in for an operation in the 
near future, so we’ll wish him luck and pray he’ll be back 
with us soon. 

73 de Bob McDow (W4KOG) 


KNIGHTS OF THE KILOCYCLE 
3910 Ke. Sunday Morn. 1130z - 0730EST 


The summer is coming. You can tell by the number of 
check-ins on the Sunday morning net. We’ve been down to 
less than fifteen members on several occasions lately and we 
~ still have a few who will be gone for the season by the time 
you read this. Wes, W4COW and his X YL Blanche, W4GXZ 
are back in New Hampshire by now and Roger, W9ZSW is 
up in Wisconsin. Wendy, WIUCL is moving permanently 
back to the climes of Maine, and he will surely be missed by 


all on Sunday mornings. Hope he can get something set up . 


quickly and arrange for some input from time to time. 


Got word the other day the Good Uncle John, W4GUJ 
was back home from his operation last month. Sounded like 
he was doing well and he should be back on the net by the 
time this is in print. 


Momma and I have been doing quite a bit of weekend 
type trips in the motorhome lately. Spent a couple of 
weckends over in the Okeechobee area, another in Belle 
Glade and a couple more down in the vicinity of Fort 
Lauderdale. Not too far from home but enough so Bonnie can 
say she gets out of the house for a few days. I have a 
Kenwood TS-830 set up with a Hustler whip on the roof 
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which seems to get out OK on all the lower bands, and I have 
a Kenwood TM-221 for 2M VHF that works out pretty good. 
You’d be surprised at the number of Amateurs you come 
across driving RVs and it’s always interesting to see what 
they are running. Some of them have very elaborate stations. 


Marion, KC4MFT has promised some literature on those 
tomato/potato plants she is growing. In the meantime, I’m 


' getting ready for my summer okra patch and I’ll wait for her 


results before I go overboard. I'll keep everyone up to date. 
73 & 88 Bob McDow, W4KOG 


FLORIDA BBS STATISTICS 
APRIL 1993 
South Florida - Kay Anderson, W8DUV 
Bulletins PERS NTS TOTALType 
3675 6274 459 10408 GH 
3163 2061 151 5375 BH 
2241 2512 85 4838 BS 
2982 1166 78 4226 
2959 995 11 3965 
2757 691 149 3597 
1576 1498 nisl Milage Fe! 6: 
2648 798 3459 
2421 881 3390 
25 244 2836 
2394 399 2819 
929 1498 2477 
1391 1023 2469 
1520 514 2053 
152 768 921 
Total NTS 1723 


North Florida - Dave Sutherland, N4tGMU 
BULLETINS PERS NTS TOTALTYPE 
2814 591 34 3439 B 
1416 456 36 6.1908 _—iB 
1397 362 Zaid «knee 
1155 380 5 1540 
817 657 46 1520 
2147 1875 375 4469 
751 579 70 1400 
N/R 
N/R 
Total NTS traffic for NFL: 589 


*TYPE B=BBS/Full Serve G=Gateway H=HF Ports 


T=Telink S=Special: CALLBOOK, BBSERV, DBSERV, 
ARES/RACES, SATELLITE 


SYSOPS: Please report your statistics on the Ist day o 
each month. In South FL, send to WBDUV@W8DUV. I 
orth FL, send to NtGMU@N4GMU. If you need a log file 
analyzer, ask K4GBB for a copy of his SARI12 which will 
work with almost any BBS program. 


The portable 


gives you the 


freedom to send — freaut 


and receive from your apartment, condo or any- 


where zone restrictions apply. Rated up to 150: © 
watts (10-30 MHz continuous) the IsoLoop lets 


you operate your favorite HF band while filling in 
the WARC bands your current antenna may miss. 


The IsoLoop eliminates fooling with dipoles, ugly: 


_ verticals, ot ungainly multi-element yagis. No 
lsoLoop antenna. need fora ground plane or antenna tuner either. 


}0p delivers lower SWR and extended | 


verage because the loop is isolated 
from the feedline. Yout radiated power goes int 


- the antenna, fot into the shack. 


With no mechanical joints the IsoLoop is more 
efficient in offering clearer reception and it 
installs in seconds, The LC-2 Loop Controller 
with signal strength LEDs and 50 feet of contro! 


cable completes the package. 


Versatile, portable, quality built, the IsoLoop 
10-30.HF gives you big antenna performance in 
a small, compact package. There is no better 
value. Perfect for vacations, field days, 
DXpeditioning. Wherever you are, the lsoLoop 
gives you the freedom to speak. 


To connect with the AEA IsoLoop dealer nearest 
you or for a product sheet, call: 1-800-432-8873 


Advanced Eléctronic Applications, Inc. 


PO Box C2160, 2006 196th St. SW, Lynnwood, WA 98036 
Sales: (206) 774-5554 
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JOHN - 
SWASHBUCKLING 
HAM 


A man who became a legend in 
his own time. 
- By John Weatherle 
(AB4E 


Once in a lifetime you meet somebody larger than life. 
Like a character from an adventure story, but real. John 
Cooper was such a person. He was about sixty, tall, slim but 
tough, and as straight as a ramrod. His grey hair was short 
and neat with a well trimmed grey moustache to match. The 
face, lean and tanned with a pair of keen steel grey yes. His 
voice crisp and sharp with no wasted words. In fact the 
epitome of a British army officer from one of the crack 
regiments, which he was. In fact from the Special Air 
Services Regiment, the famous ‘‘S.A.S’’. 


We met John in 1974 when my wife and I went to the 
Sultanate of Oman for two years where I was the radio 
engineer at Muscat International airport. At that time John 
was a colonel in the Sultans armed forces in which most of 
the officers and senior NCO’s were contracted from 
ex-British army personnel. 


He was also an amateur radio operator, A4XFA and 
president of the Royal Oman Amateur Radio Society. In 
addition he was responsible for approving applicants for 
amateur radio licenses in the Sultanate. The monthly radio 
club meetings were held in Johns house on a rocky 
promontory overlooking the Gulf of Oman where as many as 
ten of us would get together. Johns batman would keep our 
glasses filled with cold beer and later served sandwiches and 
appetizers. If anyones glass ran dry John would bark out an 
order that would freeze the blood in the veins of an army 
recruit and the batman would appear immediately with a 


‘ee 
we 


fresh supply. However he was always totally unaffected by - 


the apparent harshness of Johns voice and had in fact pleaded 
to accompany John when he was transferred and promoted to 
C.O. of the defense force, some years previously. 


Whenever a group of us westerners got together and the 

beer began to flow John’s name would be mentioned and the 
stories of some of his apparent exploits would be re-aired and 
speculated upon into the small hours. I’ll bet they are still 
being discussed to this day. This never occurred in Johns 
presence however, because he could never be tempted into 
discussing his past activities, regardless of the amount of 
alcohol he had consumed. I say ‘‘apparent’’ exploits because 
no one could ever authenticate specific details of the stories 
told. Because of certain events which did happen there is 
always the nossibility that the stories were at least close to 
the truth. On the other hand, did someone take the factual 
occurrences, add two and two together and get four or 
perhaps five? You must be the judge in those instances! 


Prior to his retirement from the British armed forces John 
had made the acquaintance of the then prince Quaboos bin 
Said (pronounced Sayeed), young son of the reigning Sultan 
of Oman, Said bin Taimur. Quaboos had been trained at 
Britains Sandhurst Military Academy. He then served for 
several years as a captain on exchange duty with the British 
army. About the time the young Sultan-elect returned to 
Oman, John retired from the British army. Shortly afterwards 
John was offered a position as an officer in the Sultans 
defense forces and becoming a close associate of prince 
Quaboos. It was the nineteen sixties. 
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Even as late as the 60’s Oman was a medieval country. 
Sultan Said was old and becoming senile. For his Arab. 
subjects he had forbidden radio or television, music in public 
and even the wearing of sunglasses by the local populace. 
There was only one school in the entire country. It was for 
boys ‘only and taught Moslem scriptures from the Koran. The 
country’s only hospital was little more than a medieval 
dungeon. Every action at government level required the 
personal approval of the Sultan. To import a motor vehicle 
required the personal endorsement of the Sultan which could 
take more than six months to obtain. Life was short but time 
moved slowly. 


In the mid-sixties oil was discovered in the desert and the 
countries wealth began to soar. However, due to his 
deteriorating mental condition and stubborn adherence to the 
old ways the old Sultan refused to recognize the change in 
circumstances. He refused to use the new found wealth for 
the benefit of his people despite the protests of his western 
trained and modern thinking son. This caused a major rift 
between the old Sultan and Quaboos and a point was reached 
at which the situation became such that the Sultan banished 
his son to the summer palace at Salalah and placed him under 
house arrest. In western military tradition he was placed in 
the charge of an officer of equal rank. That officer was Major 
John Cooper A4XFA. It can be speculated that the old Sultan 
received counselling in this matter from non-other than the 
appointed jailer who by this time was a close and respected 
friend of the young prince. This house arrest lasted several 
years. 


The happenings at Salalah 


Salalah is situated in the far south west corner of Oman 
and enjoys a slightly milder climate than the rest of the 
Arabian peninsular. This is due to the influence of the south 
west monsoon which just grazes the coast at this point 
bringing a little rain now and again and increased cloud. This 
helps to attenuate the incredibly fierce Arabian sun. At this 
period in time Salalah was a frontier town, in fact a front line 
town! A short distance to the south lay the border with the 


Peoples Democratic Republic of South Yemen. South Yemen —— 


was a communist state supported by China. They were hostile 
to the radically different Oman and were attempting to 
overthrow the Sultan by whatever means. This included 
sneaking up to the border at night and lobbing the odd mortar 
shell or rocket in the direction of the town of Salalah and 
particularly its small airport.. 


In the Indian ocean to the north west of Salalah is a barren 
desert island called Masirah. It has one primitive Arab village 
on the sheltered side of the island facing the mainland. There 
is also a crude stone monument to the crew of a British 
sailing vessel which ran aground in a storm about 150 years 
ago. They were massacred by the ancestors of the present 
villagers. From the 1930’s until the late 70’s Britains Royal 
Air Force maintained an airfield on Masirah Island. It was a 
staging and refueling stop on the long flight to and from 
Britain to its bases in Singapore and Hong Kong. In latter 
years with the advent of modern jet transports its importance 
had been declining, although I understand it was made 
available to the U.S. during Desert Storm for use by B-52’s 
overflying from Diego Garcia. The RAF also had a small 
detachment of airman at Salalah. They handled the occasional 
RAF aircraft which visited the town to supply the Sultans 
military forces in the area. They also provided the only 
communications for British officials in residence during the 
time the Sultan was at the summer palace and for the many 
British officers and NCO’s training and supporting the Omani 
defense forces combating the communist intruders. Because 


of the danger after dark the RAF would not allow their 
aircraft to remain overnight. They therefore returned to 
-Masirah island some 200 miles away. 


It so happened that on a certain blistering summer’s day 
in the late 1960’s the big RAF Comet IV jet transport which 
flew from Singapore back to England every two weeks made 
its routine stop at Masirah to refuel. It would also drop off 


supplies and pick up any lucky airman who had finished his . 


duty assignment and was heading home. It happened to be 
carrying a senior RAF medical officer with the rank of Wing 
Commander, about the same as a colonel in the U.S. military. 
It also happened that following its arrival the jet transport 
was grounded for unspecified reasons and would have to 
remain at Masirah for a day or so. Since a Masirah based 
plane was going to Salalah on a routine flight the MO went 
along for the ride. Regulations, as stated earlier, required this 
aircraft to return before dark but by coincidence a mechanical 
problem occurred with this aircraft also! It was forced to 
remain in Salalah overnight. 


During the pre-dawn hours of the following morning the 
young prince Quaboos somehow left his quarters in the 
summer palace, went to his fathers room carrying a small 
caliber pistol and shot his father. In the centuries old 
traditions of the Arab tribes of this area the spilling of blood 
was the action which signified victory in a feudal confron- 
tation such as this. The old Sultan was shot in the calf muscle 
of one leg. A minor wound but with traditional significance. 
The visiting British medical officer was brought from his 
temporary quarters and treated the old Sultans wound. By 
further coincidence the grounded aircraft had been fixed and 
was able to depart for Masirah Island at daybreak carrying 


“the old Sultan accompanied by the medical officer. Mean-. 


while the big jet transport at Masirah had been declared 
available and the Sultan and MO transferred aircraft and 
departed almost immediately for London. On arrival in 
London the old Sultan was taken to a secluded country estate 
where he lived in comfortable exile until his death a few 
years later. 


Meanwhile back in Salalah the young prince declared 
himself as the new Sultan, an action which was welcomed by 
the Omani’s in general. He then set about spending Omans 
enormous wealth to help its people and bring it into the 20th 
century as fast as possible. One of his first actions just a few 
weeks after the coup, was to promote John Cooper to 
colonel! 


NEXT TIME ‘‘THE YEMEN OPERATION”’ 


PARTY ROVERS CONVOY 


By Carl Zelich, AA4MI 
Special Correspondent 


Tampa Bay area radio amateurs will be driving a circuit 
through Florida during the June VHF QSO Party and they are 
inviting you to join them as they pass through your area. 


One or two operators of a single station that moves among 
two or more grid squares during the course of the contest, 
and making contest contacts using the same equipment and 
antennas at each site, will be considered a ‘‘rover’’. Rovers 
sign ‘‘rover’’ on phone and /R on cw after their callsign. The 
intent of the Rover category is to allow as many stations as 
possible to contact them. 


Listen for them on the 2 meter simplex frequencies as 


they pass through. Only recognized simplex frequencies will 
be used, such as: 144.90-145.00; 146.49; .55 and .58; and 
147.42, .45, .48, 51, 54 and .57. Use of the national calling 
frequency 146.52 is prohibited by party rules. See May 1993 
QST for details. 


Information: William Holcomb, KC4YTP, 828 Lake 
Palms Dr., Largo, FL 34641. Via Packet: KC4YTP @ 
W4DPH. 


TOM MIDDLETON - SILENT KEY 


South Florida has lost an Amateur Radio devotee, 
educator and activist. Over the years he has beenk, 
esponsible for introducing many individuals to this ‘‘One 
the Air’’ hobby. Tom Middleton, WB4CKY, passed < away 


Middleton taught amateur radio Novice and General 
Classes for the past 20 years under the sponsorship of the 
Hollywood Amateur Radio Club. His educational awards} 
are multi-fold and multi-faceted; he has been nationally® 
ecognized by the American Amateur Radio League, 


His military career included service with United States 
Coast Guard, the United States Navy, and the Unitedy 
States Air Force. He saw action in World War II, Korea 
and Vietnam. He was retired in 1966. For the past several 
years he has been employed in maintenance by the 
Atlantic Utilities Corporation in Miami. 


He was one of the founders and charter members of the 
Hollywood Amateur Radio Club and has held just about 
every elective office over the years in that organization. Ing 
addition to Amateur Radio, Middleton was involved ing 
Amateur Television, Satellite Communication, Computer} 
Technology among others. He was always available when 

ceeded as a communicator at the National Hurricane® 
Center and with the Dade County Amateur Radio Public§ 
Service Corps. 


Over 50 associates and friends gathered on April 25th® 
at a Memorial Tribute in honor of Tom. The current® 
President of the Hollywood Amateur Radio Club, Bob} 
Young, KC4KME, and Past Presidents Dan Welker 

B4SSP, and Pete Saglio, KB4NSA, delivered theg 
eulogies. 4 
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Ex:rs Amateur Rapio 


2513 S.W. 9th AVENUE 
FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 33315 


OPEN O i 
Bs ICOM 
A WEEK : 


“THE LATEST IN NAME BRAND S 


s Ryo, HAM EQUIPMENT’ aay 
1S LARGEST SELECTION OF BOOKS & 7s 


PERIODICALS IN SOUTH FLORIDA!!! 


_ USED 
Spepis ts a EQUIPMENT 
) CLOSE-OUTS - 
| is shy dose 
apse: BUY ¢ SELL * TRADE 4*%G 


NATION-WIDE 1-800-780-0103 


(305) (305) 
 §25-0103 °}#8944- 3383 
BROWARD DADE Fax 


AMERICAN EXPRESS, MASTERCARD & VISA 
‘“‘“SE HABLA ESPANOL” 
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-K4UTY LAUDED FOR WORK 


PERRY FL - The ‘‘Storm of the Century’’ left tragedy 
and loss in its wake from Florida to Maine, but nowhere was 
the tragedy greater that in Taylor County and nearby Dixie 
County, in the ‘‘armpit’’ of Florida. 


A tidal surge estimated at 11 to 13 feet smashed ashore in 
the early morning darkness of 13 march, killing 14 people 
and smashing seaside homes, docks and stores and in a 
cluster of tiny villages on the Gulf shore. 


Nowhere could a ham radio operator with more skill and 
dedication to assist survivors that Henry Grubbs, K4UTY, 
69, of Perry, Assistant EC in Taylor County. 


yAuTy 


Henry got his first call about 0915 on Saturday 13 March, 
to set up at a shelter for people whose homes had been 
damaged or destroyed. He stayed there at his 2-meter radio 
until it closed at 1100 Monday morning. 


Henry was back on duty from 0800 to 1800 Wdenesday, 
this time from his two-meter rig at home, relaying Red Cross 
traffic from the 147.745 repeater in Hines, fifty miles 
southeast of Perry, to the 147.03 Capital ARES District 
repeater in Tallahassee, fifty miles northwest of Perry. 


On Thursday, Henry ran his two-meter station at Red 
Cross field headquarters in Perry, on the Perry 146.97 
repeater, sending Red Cross traffic to Capital District EC 
KC4TOC in Tallahassee until the phones: came back up in 
Perry. 


For three days after that, Henry caught up on his sleep. 
But for the next two weeks, he worked as a Red Cross 
volunteer with mobile mass feeding units. 


- By George Thurston, W4MLE. SEC Northern Florida 


ELA. SKIP IRON-ON TRANSFERS! 


Large (4% x 4”) 
$3.00 ea. or 4/$10.00 
Small (1” x 1”) 

$1.00 ea. or 7/$5.00 


All orders must include self-addressed, stamped envelope. 
White only. Send check or money order to: 
Fin. Skip, P.O. Box 501, Miami Springs, FL 33266 


— SHRINE 
NEWS 


Noble Bill Sta[;es. W4SME AZAN 


The scheduled FSARA May Picnic held on Saturday, May 
8th has been classified as a HUGE success; the IDEALIC 
weather made WEKIVA SPRINGS the place to be! The 
crystal clear waters rolling up through the **BOIL”’ flowed 
serenely into the river while the Nobles and their Ladies 
savored a sumptuous picnic feast prepared by the Ladies. Our 
Host was the Amateur Radio Unit of Bahia Temple. Temples 
represented were ARABA, AZAN and BAHIA. JACK 
LEAVITT, KF4WM our President called a short meeting to 
order and the minutes of the last regular meeting were read. 
A Roster of our members is in process and being prepared 
and should be available shortly. If your unit Secretary has not 
submitted a unit Roster for your Temple, please have them 
send one as soon as possible to Paul Schwimmer, N4JCW. 
PLEASE if you ate a Noble and you can tune your **RIG”’ 
to 7236Khz(LSB) won’t you come and join with US every 
Sunday afternoon at 1330 local time. If your Temple has an 
Amateur Radio Unit and it provides support to Shrine 
activities, won’t you please let this Editor know so that your 
good works can be made known to other Nobles! Don’t 
forget to MARK your calendar NOW for ALL FLORIDA in 
JACKSONVILLE. OCTOBER 14-15-16. Salaam Alikum, es 
73, Bill, W4SME 


TRAFFIC HOUNDS APRIL, 1993 


by Bill Jochimsen, K4ZK 


QNI AVG QTC AVG SESS ,GR QTC/QNI 


QFN 903 15.1 874 146 60 AA4HT. 0.97 
FMTN 475 15.8 627: 20.95.30 WX4H_ = 1.32 
IFPTN 1142 38.1 SID Mist oO W4SME 0.45 
PTN 448 14.9 S76 re, 2.4% “30 WB4QKI 0.84 
SEFTN 1107 36.9 SUS 1 10.3) (130 KD4GR_ 0.28 
IFMSM 278 9.3 222 74 30 KC4ECA 0.80 
N 205 6.8 217 «7.2 30 W4DL_ 1.06 
SWFTN 512 19.7 176 6.8 26 K4FQU 0.34 
QFNS 208 6.9 154 5.1 30 WA4QXTO.74 
INFPN 803 26.8 90 30 30 N4SGQ 0.11 
SVTN. 716 24.7 70 DAO Neo KD40OBN0.10 
98. "3.3 70 va 30 WB4GCKO.71 
AN 814 31.3 47 1.8 26 NR2F 0.06 
SPARC 773 25.8 39 is 30 N4ZMQ_ 0.05 
ARSN 212 9.6 34 is 22 WAANDAO.16 
AIN 4}e°at10:3 20 60 ara, | WA4PFK 0.49 
SFAN 37 9.3 ti 1.8 4 KD4GR_ 0.19 
ENMG 752° 13.0 7 1 ee WB9SHT 0.13 
TOTAL 3853 TOTAL 0.49 
LATE MARCH 
QFNS 208 6.7 HG, 3.2 31 WA4QXT 
SPARC 848 27.3 31 1 31 N4ZMQ 
DEN 312.624 43 8.6 5 KD40XH 
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(407) 567-3423 


“KNOWN FOR SERVICE” 

ALUMA TOWER COMPANY, INC. EVELYN D. GAUZENS 
1639 OLD DIXIE HIGHWAY nye W4WYR 
P.O. BOX 2806 Broker/Associate 
VERO BEACH, FLORIDA 32961-2806 _ » FUTRELL COMPANY, INC. REALTORS 

FAX #407-567-3432 Office: (305) 233-4444 

Dig. Beeper: 880-0835 | 

Eves.; — 642-4139 


i) JACK & JAN BERGSTRESSER 
1322 Gillott St. N.W. 
A\ Palm. Bay, Florida 32907 


v 407-727-0317 


PLUS. 1-800-935-PLUS — 


IMPRINTED SPORTSWEAR & AD SPECIALTIES 


“WE PRINT ON ALMOST ANYTHING” 
Clubs, Business Individual Shirts 


KC4FAD @ R V KD4FVI 
gop ELECTRONICS REPAIR 18. ROSUMNY 
ROUTE 1, BOX 1387-A 


VENECOM, INC. 


PRE-OWNED COMMUNICATION EQUIPMENT 
WE REPAIR ALL KIND OF HF - VHF - UHF - CB 


4603 S.W. 71 Avenue Tel. (305) 669-9031 
Miami, Florida 33155 Fax (305) 669-9032 


Telephone Trading Post 


SPECIALIZING IN MARLIN SYSTEMS 


P.O. BOX 447 
Thomas Mersinger LEXINGTON, GEORGIA 30648 
CEO at 706-743-3344 
‘iepaVax 3069 Northbrook Dr. SPECIALIZING IN BUT NOT UMITED TO AZDEN REPAIR 
: . Chamblee, GA 30341 BUY OR TRADE USED AZDEN . 
(404) 939-5086 


WE SELL POWER SUPPUES AND ANTENNAS 


SERVICE SERVICE -  — SERVICE 


LUE 


W4PLM 


STARTEK 


INTERNATIONAL, INC. 


FRED HUFFT 


We have been servicing amateur radios reliably and economically 
on a national basis for 14 years. We also sell hi-quality state- 
of-the-art 8 and 10 pole crystal filters and specific upgrade kits 
for Icom, Kenwood and Yaesu products. 


INTERNATIONAL RADIO AND 


COMPUTER, INC. 
3804 South U.S. 1, Fort Pierce, FL 34982 
{ (407) 489-5609 FAX No. 1 - (407) 464-6386 


398 N.E, 38TH STREET, FORT LAUDERDALE, FL 33334. 
PHONE (305) 561-2211 FAX (305) 561-9133 


rornattvour REAL ESTATE nceos 


COMMERCIAL ¢ RESIDENTIAL ¢ INDUSTRIAL 


Fiorida Custom Plastics 


MARK ROSNER ¢ N4BDz “el bia lcaiethta Mada 
BROKEA — ASSOCIATE KA4HWY HARRY and JUNE KEITH 
1-800-346-3859 
(305) 921-6610 ° TENGE. 3 eee meres! 
(305) 923-3333 @ DESK SETS AND PLASTIC SIGNS PLEXIGLASS SIGNS 


([beimone] 1905 Hollywood Blvd. irs, 


9900 Ulmerton Road No. 56 
Aaa) iotiywood, FL 33020 9900 Ulmerton Road PHONE (813) 584-6121 


Largo, Florida 34641. 


COMPUTER SHOWS 
& HAMFESTS 


IF YOU HAVE A DESIRE TO ATTEND AND WISH TO 
BE ON OUR MAILING LIST,PLEASE FAX YOUR NAME 
AND ADDRESS TO: (305)748-3509 
EXPRESS YOURAREAOFINTEREST: CD-ROM SOFTWARE, 
CD-ROM DRIVES, AMATEUR RADIO, X-RATED SHAREWARE 
COMPUTER SHOWS, HAMFESTS. 


Compliments Of 


THE PALMETTO 
AMATEUR RADIO 
OPEN REPEATER CLUB 


.85/.25 
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7890 N.W. 55th Street 
Miami, FL 33166 
0046 


SPEEDWAY, 


PS . a = d 
Banners F, 

License Plates, 

Car & Truck Lettering stant 
aa ae 
ner Zuckerinen, KC4WZS S i G N S 


Louis, KD4HRD 


VULCAN ELECTRONICS 


6721 N. ARMENIA AV TAMPA.FL 33604 
AMATEUR RADIO U 


CB-BUSINESS BAND 
ANTIQUE RADIOS | SIEM 
rcRevineD REPAIRS TRADE 


RADIO TUBES -ELECTRONIC PARTS 
Roy Lewis , W4WLY ¢e132939-3628 


RENT THIS 
SPACE 
Only $75 per Year! 


Contact Florida r for Details. 


PORTA-FIELD DAY 


Some say that field day is to simulate operations that one 
would encounter during an actual disaster. A roving 
photographer caught AB4NQ, Bob Becknell, operating 
Porta-Potty Portable during last year’s field day. 


Porta-Potty Portable, or PPP as its commonly referred to, 
is not frequently used during field days due to the prohibitive 
rental costs. Of course, one could purchase a unit but they do 
require periodic maintenance and could be unwieldy. Some 
units can be remodeled and reconfigured to meet the needs of 
an enterprising ham, The ordinary factory delivered units are 
easily converted into a ham station that provides shelter, 
privacy, marginal ventilation, a place to sit, and a commode 
that is convertible to a one-burner stove. 


The PPP is great for low powered equipment but 
operation of linears inside the unit can be a problem. For this, 
an optional air-conditioning unit is available for the vent hole 
but it draws excessive current and is not suitable for field-day 
exercises. Another unredeeming factor is heat build up within 
the unit if it is not situated in a shaded area. Due to the 
formation of heated gases, a slight spark or lighted cigarette 
could trigger a violent explosion. But, if the PPPs meet your 
particular needs, then we suggest you follow your heart. 


We do make one recommendation however; the PPP 
should be clearly marked as a ham radio station. There have 
been instances where entire installations have been hauled off 
and deposited at the local dumping station. -ger// 


» CORPORATION 


ee AD 


ED ROLLER, K4IA 
_Herb PHELAN, N4XZL 


| FLORA CAVENDER, W4/TI2AZ 
BEV CAVENDER, W4ZD & TI2BEV 
Write for free real estate catalog | 
1349 U.S. 27 North, Lake Placid FL 33852 
WATS 1-800-741-4490 . FAX (813) 465-9669: 


oomtcgl Since 1957 


Kal-Tech Electronics 


Tropical Electronics 


Electronic Parts - IC’s - Transistors 
Surface Mount Devices - Components 


or "Maury" &) 


200 S.W. 20th Street - Bay 2 Phone (305) 522-5811 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33315 FAX (305) 522-5271 


BATTERIES 


*NICKEL CADMIUM* *CAMCORDER*RADIO* 
*GELL CELLS* *EMERGENCY LIGHTING* 
*LITHIUM*LEAD ACID* *CORDLESS/CELLULAR* 
*ALKALINE* *SANYO*HOBBY* 
*CUSTOM PACKS* *COMPUTERS*UPS 


TNR YOUR BATTERY STORE 
279 DOUGLAS AVENUE, #1112 


ALTAMONTE SPRINGS, FL., 32714 


(407) 682-4311 (Office) (407) 682-4469 (Fax) 
1-800-346-0601 
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Regular SALE 
$6659.00 5399 


IC-751A 9-band xcvr Closeout!......... $1659.00 1199 
PS-35 Internal power supply. ............ 239.00 219% 
FL-63A 250 Hz CW filter (Ist 1F) .......... i 
FL-52A 500 Hz CW filter (2nd IF) ...... 24. 

FL-53A 250 Hz CW filter (2nd IF) ..... 124.00 114% 
FL-70 2.8 kHz wide SSB filter. .....2....... 64.00 

1-735 HF xevr/SW reve/mic............... 1169.00 979% 
PS-55 External power supply ........... 239.00 219% 
AT-150 Automatic antenna tuner .....479.00 409% 
FL-32A 500 Hz CW filter... cc. 75.00 
EX-243 Electronic keyer unit .......:...... 69.00 
UT-30 tone encoder.. 21.00 


$1599. 1349 


16-725 HF xeve/SW revr/MiC ...c. $919.00 
AH-3 Automatic antenna tuner........ 523.00 

B 1C-728 HF xcvr/SW revr/mic Special!..1119.00 

b IC-729 HE xcve/SW reve W/6m.......-..... 

| AT-160 Antenna tuner Speciall.......... 423.00 

| HF Accessories: Regular 
IC-2KL HF solid state amp Special! $2159.00 
IC-4KL HF 1 kw amp w/ps................ 7609.00 
SP-3 External speaker .......ccssscesssecssssees. 71.00 
SM-6 Desk microphone .......c...c-..: 1052.00 
SM-8 Desk mic; two cables, scan .......... 
AT-500 500w 9 band auto ant tuner..... 631.00 529% 
AH-2 8-band tuner w/mt and whip....... 836.00 709% 
AH-2A- Antenna tuner system, only......... 623.00. 529% 


é ti 
= os 


& 


VHF/UHF Base Transceiver Regular SALE 
1C-275H 100w 2m FM/SSB/CW........... $1619.00 1359 
1C-475H 100w 440 FM/SSB Special!.... 1849.00 1498 
1C-575A 25w 6/10m xcvr/ps Closeout! 1455.00 1099 
1C-575H 100w 6/10m xcvr Speciall...... 1739.00 1309 


VHF/UHF FM Transceivers Regular SALE 
1C-28H 45w 2m FM/TIP mic ................. $399.00 339% 
1C-228H 45w 2m FM/TIP mic uu... ; 
IC-229A 25w 2m FM/TTP mic Closeout! . 449.00 319% 
1C-229H 50w 2m FM/TIP mic Special!... 449.00 349% 
1C-38A 25w 220 MHz FM XCV0..........-seee. 449.00 379% 
I1C-449A 35w 440FM xevr/TITP .........ee 539.00 449% 
1C-2330A 2m/25w/220 FM Special! ......839.00 639% 
1C-1201 10w 1.2GHz FM xcvr Special! .. 869.00 649% 
Dual band FM Transceivers Regular SALE 
1C-2410A 25w 2m/440 Closeoutt........ $889.00 649% 
1€-2410H 45w 2m/35w 440 FM/TIP....... 949.00 799% 
1€-3230A 25w 2m/440 FM Closeout! ..... 759.00 569% 
I1C-3230H 45w 2m/ 35w 440 FM/TIP...... 859.00 719% 
Multi-band FM Transceivers Regular SALE 
1€-901 50w 2m/35w 440 FM xevr....... $1089.00 899% 
UX-R91A Broad band receiver unit.... 549.00 459% 
UX-19A LOW 10m unit... ceases 329.00 279% 
UX-59A LOW 6M UNit. oceans 379.00 319% 
UX-S92A 2m SSB/CW module Special! 649.00 499% 
UX-39A 25w 220MHZ unit... 489.00 409% 
tea ea: 599.00 499% 
eee 379.00 319% 
1-970A 25w 2m/430MHz xevr/ps......... 
I1C-970H 45w 2m/430 MHz xevr/ps........ 
UX-R96 50-905 MHz receive unit........ 
UX-97 1.2GHz band Unit... 
VHF/UHF Mobile Antenna Regular 
AH-32 2m/440 Dual Band mobile ant..... $ 43.00 
VHF/UHF Repeaters Regular SALE 
RP-1520. 2m 25w repeater.................. $2419.00 1999 
RP-2210 220MHz 25w repeater............ 2049.00 1699 
RP-4020 440MHz 25w repeater. ........... 2489.00 2069 
Laan 2709.00 2249 
Be sisi) 2819.00 2349 


accessories, are not listed. For information, please 
Call Toll Free or see the latest AES® Catalog. 


i Toll Free: 1-800-558-0411 


AMATEUR ELECTRONIC SUPPLY -- 


5710 W. Good Hope Road; Milwaukee, WI 53223 © Phone (414) 358-0333 
| AES° BRANCH STORES ————————— 


WICKLIFFE, Ohio 44092 
28940 Euclid Avenue 
Phone (216) 585-7388 


1-800-321-3594 


1¥/KLORIDA SKIP, 


May 1993) 


ORLANDO, Fla 32803 
621 Commonwealth Ave 
Phone (407) 894-3238 


1-800-327-1917 


CLEARWATER, Fla 34625 
1898 Drew Street 
Phone (813) 461-4267 


No Toll Free Line 


Handhelds 
IC-P2AT 2m HT Special!... $429.00 299% 
I€-P3AT 220 HT Special!.... 429.00 339% 
IC-P4AT 440 HT Special!.... 479.00 339% 
I1-2AT 2m HT Special! ...... 279.00 199% 
1€-02AT/High Power 2m... 359.00. 299% 
1-O3AT 2.5w 220 HI/TIP....339.00 279% 
IC-2SAT 2m/TTP Special! ... 389.00 309% 
I€-2SRA 2m/25-905 r...... 589.00 489% 
1€-24AT 2m/440MHZ/TTP..... 469.00 389% 
1€-3SAT 220MHz HT/TIP..... 369.00 309% 
Ic- Bo 440 HT Special. .. 409.00 329% 
liad 589.00 479% 
uated 409.00. 339% 
IC-4GAT 440MHz Special! .. 409.00 309% 
IC-12GAT 1.2 HT Special! ... 529.00 419% 
IC-W2A 2m/440 Special! .. 599.00 449% 
IC-X2A 440/1.2 HT Special!.759.00 599% 
TO-21A 200 HT oecscsecseseescseseene 


Regular SALE 


IC-W21AT 2m/440 HT/TTP.....629.00 529% 
Aircraft band handhelds Regular SALE 
A-2 5W PEP synth aircraft HT................ 575.00 449% | 
A-21 Navicom Plus Aircraft HT............. 680.00 529% 


Shortwave Receivers Regular SALE 
R-1- 100kHz-1.3GHz AM/FM pocket ... $549.00 469% 
R-71A 100kHz-30MHZ revr.................. 


FL-44A SSB filter (2nd IF).............0. 
EX-25 7 FVGUNIt eer a eo, 53. 00 
EX-310 Voice synthesizer.................. 
R-72 30kHz-30MHz SW revr Special! 1129. 00 799% 
R-100 100kHz-1.856GHz AM/FM......... 739.00 619% 
R-7000 25MHz-2GHz revr.....Special! 1459.00 1099 
RC-12 Infrared remote controller....... 


Due to space limitations some ICOM items, especially 


FAX: (414) 358-3337 


LAS VEGAS, Nev 89106 
1072 N. Rancho Drive 
Phone (702) 647-3114 


1-800-634-6227 


THE PANHANDLE AT A GLANCE 
-By ‘‘Matt’’ Matthew, KC4RKJ 
The Crestview A.R.S. had a special event day in a nice 


little park near Lakewood on: April 17th commemorating the 
highest point (345 feet above sea level) in Florida. The event 


was well attended and the food and companionship were’ 


great. Antennas were strung all over and many were home 
made. 


To be honest, I was fascinated by Bud Lipps’ novel 
mobile station. I’m sure you have seen mobile units in cars 
but this one is mounted on a three-wheeled bicycle. It is a 
totally self-contained mobile station. 


In the front basket, he has mounted a 2M unit and a 440 
unit. A J-pole made from a bike fiberglass safety flag 
provides the 440MHz and 2 meter antenna. He also has a 220 
unit with its own antenna mounted up front. 


On the handlebars are assorted meters to monitor power 


including an ammeter and a voltmeter, head and tail light | 


switches as well as a horn. 


The unit also generates its own power to keep a small 
marine deep cycle battery charged. It uses two small bike 
generators which generate AC and two small rectifier bridges 
that produce 2 amps at normal peddle speeds. When parked, 
the rear wheels can be elevated and peddling will recharge 
the battery. 


In the back basket, he has mounted a Yaesu 757w/tuner 
and a quiver with the various resonators for 10 thru 80 
meters mounted so that he can pluck out one for use with the 
particular band desired. You can imagine the response when 
he calls CQ mobile bicycle. 


The CARS group also had a fish fry which drew a crowd 
of 32 people even with a rainy day. All who attended had a 
really good time. Lori and I had another engagement earlier 
and when returning we decided that the rain had washed it 
out so we didn’t go. We were wrong. 


This group also has been working on setting up and 
getting a 2M repeater up and running in Walton County. 
They are still having technical problems which is normal for 
a new repeater (145.370). The purpose of this repeater is to 
provide a much needed communications link in Walton 
County. 


This brings us to the reorganization of the Walton County 
ARES organization. A formal Memorandum has been sent to 
me as follows: 


‘**Hoss’ Roberson (N4SIS) has been appointed by the 
ARRL as Emergency Coordinator for Walton County, 
Florida. A letter explaining the intent to organize an ARES, 
an ARES registration form, and a return label have been 
mailed to each FCC Amateur licensee in Walton County, 
Florida. Prompt responses are sincerely requested.”’ 


All Hams in Walton County received a letter, a form 
indicating their station capabilities and a return address label. 
It is important that all the Walton County hams fill this out 
and return it to Hoss. If you haven’t mailed it back yet, you 
should do so as soon as possible. 


Remember that the test questions for Novice and 
Technician change officially on June 30, 1993. If you are 
going to buy cards, books or whatever, be sure that you have 
the new ones if you are going to test after that date. 


I hope all of you who went to Birmingham had a great 
time, managed to find all those wonderful boat anchors that 
you were looking for and that you returned with some money 
in your pocket. 


SILENT KEYS 
We regret to report the passing of the following Florida 


Amateur Radio Operators. Please notify FLORIDA SKIP 
of-any silent keys in your area. 


KP4EFS - Alberto Ravelo, 88, Miami, 

KK400 - George Chapman, Orlando 

K4GYZ - Edmund F. Weller, 84, Boynton Beach 
KA4HHJ - Glenn Hatch, Delray Beach 
KD4TEE - Joe Moravec, Sebastian 

W1AOR - George F. Frazier, Mt. Dora 

WIRPW - Raymond R. Sigda, St. Augustine 
KA3GTC - Charles W. Cook, Fruitland Park 
K4AVP - Elmer R. Struchko, Lakeland 
KA4DYI - Manuel Medeiros, Madeira Beach 
WB4FCL - Robert A. Garner, Clearwater 
W4HKY - Edmund L. Roberts, Miami Springs 
N4LXA - Thomas J. Wilson, Lakeland 

N4TBG - Paul F. Barker, Ponte Verdra Beach 
KA4UPG - Robert S. Crowell, Mary Esther 
W4ZKW - Clifford A. Ludwick, St. Petersburg 
W8KS - Robert G. Sidnell, Vero Beach 
KD4GEEF - Murieal Sonny” Hermeney, W. Palm Bch. 


HAM RADIO HEAVEN 
AEA @ MFJ @ AMERITRON @ PRO-AM 


DAIWA ® JBLACK ® DIAMOND 
Full line of AZDEN Products 
ICOM - KENWOOD -YAESU 
ARRL Publications 
Omar Antenna & Connectors 


WA8FON 


Omar Electronics Ine. 


2130 Georgia Hwy. 81 Southwest 
_ Loganville, GA 30249 
(404) 466-3241 FAX: (404) 466-9013 
We Accept: @ VISA @ MC @ AMEX ® Discover 
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‘FLORIDA ARMY MARS S NEWS - 
-by Lorraine S. Matthew/N4ZCF/AAM3PR | 


The place to be during the last weekend and. following 


week in April was, of course, Dayton, Ohio.. Those of us in 
Army MARS, who could not make the trip, were very ably. ~ 


represented by the Assistant State MARS Director for 
Florida, Jim Hamilton/AAT4RD and Deacon © Silsby/ 
AAR4IY. Both gentlemen attended the MARS functions that 
preceded the Hamvention and those that occurred during the 
Dayton Hamvention itself. The demands of work and home 
life called both home prior to the continuance of the IPR (In 
Progress Review) meetings conducted by Army MARS in the 
days following the Hamvention. 


While at the convention, however, much valuable infor- 
mation and many insights were gained in the meetings and 
associations with such Army MARS personnel as Chief 
Army MARS Robert Sutton and Director of Eastern Area 
Army MARS Fred Neff. The interchange of ideas with 
members from other states were also productive for Florida. 
Both expressed the feeling that the trip was well worth the 
time, effort, and expense. They both felt that it was a very 
productive and valuable experience for themselves and for 
the information and viewpoints that they carried back to their 
home state organization and its members here in Florida. 


Jim was able to report that the topics of discussion to be 
explored at the IPR meetings included: 


1. MARS directives to include the DOD directive, the AR 
25-6, and the DA PAM 25-MARS. (This may portend a 


page-by-page issuance of the Field Manual instead of having 


to replace the entire book for revision.) 


2. MARS organizational structure - the structure being 
studied at all levels to be retained or changed in order to 
promote the greatest degree of effectiveness and efficiency of 
operation. » 


3. MARS Emergency Ops/Exercise Blane - a continu-- 


ing process in order to best help our communities and our 


country. 
4. MARS traffic networks 
5. Message handling 
6. Membership, to include types and requirements 
7. Reports, to include participation and status reports 
8. Training programs 
9. Logistics, to include procedures and accountability 


10. Publicity, to include administrative newsletters and 
amateur radio publications 


11. MARS software support 
12. Awards and certificates 


This reporter is struck by the comprehensive nature of the 
topics under discussion. This appears to be the most thorough 
examination of Army MARS that has been reported in recent 
memory. In the light of the military draw downs and the 
proven capability of Florida Army MARS members, this 
examination process may prove to be a real benefit to the 
Army MARS organization and to the tax paying public that it 
serves - both military and civilian personnel in peaceful times 
and in times of crisis. The Florida Army MARS member is 
proud ... professional ... prepared. 
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members, 


“Florida Acmay MARS members ‘participated in the 44th 


....annual Armed Forces Day Communications celebration on 
ay Saturday, 15. May 1993. During this celebration, all the 
services sponsored a program to encourage Amateur radio 


operators to become involved with military stations on 
cross-band links using such modes as voice, RTTY, and CW. 
Participating military radio stations will award commemora- 


tive QSL cards or cértificates to Amateur radio operators 


who successfully achieved a verified two-way radio contact. 
Certificates of merit will be awarded to those operators who 
accurately copied the Armed Forces Day CW and/or RTTY 
message from the Secretary of Defense. 


Panhandle Army MARS members were in abundance at 
the Crestview Amateur Radio Society’s special event day 
held on April 17, 1993. This special event day was held at 
the State Park set aside in Lakewood, FL for commemoration 
of the highest point in Florida (345 feet). Seven stations were 
set up in this lovely park reserved for the occasion, including 


~ one very unique and very complete multi-frequency tricycle 


station. Bud Lipp is not a MARS member but showed us 
what capability exists when one’s imagination and technical 
know-how are applied. Please see ‘‘The Panhandle at a 
Glance’’ written by Army MARS member, Matt/AAT4MD 
in this issue for the details of that station. It is well worth 
reading. The special event day gave us all valuable 
experience in establishing a viable station anywhere it is 
needed. 


April 24, 1993 was an absolutely beautiful day - well 
suited for the annual Army MARS picnic held at Moss Park 
southeast of Orlando. The picnic was attended by 32 Army 
MARS members and their guests. Tony Sassin/AAR4GA 
proved to be a most capable chef with such offerings as ham, 
ground round, and chicken accompanied by baked potatoes 
and fresh corn on the cob. This reporter had ordered ground 
round which was delicious but saw that the large breasts of 
chicken also looked soooo good. Thanks, Tony, from all of 
us who enjoyed your cooking.. ’ 


While some of us were at the picnic, other MARS 
including Jim Jajuga/AAV4HB and some Air 
Force members set up and manned a MARS booth at the 
Eglin AFB Open House. Matt/AAT4MD and Lori/AAM3PR 
supplied the display materials ‘and hand-outs. The booth 
included a station and accepted traffic for transmission. The 
attendance at the Open House numbered approximately 
100,000 people. That was a very busy booth. 


A second special event day was held at Eglin AFB at the 
Air Force Armament Museum on 15 May 1993. Again 
Panhandle MARS members were participants gaining more 
experience for use in such places as Field Days and where 
needed in the real world of emergency. The setups were quite 
different from the special event day at Lakewood. Here, 
generators were available which made meeting the power 
needs much easier. 


Looking ahead, the annual ARRL sponsored Field Day 
weekend will be held on June 26-27, 1993. There are enough 
operational categories available that would allow all opera- 
tors the capability of participating. As readers of this column 
know, I feel strongly that Field Day is an important 
experience for us all to have. Next month’s column el 
address this topic in detail. 


Meanwhile, Florida Army MARS nears serve with 
pride and professionalism - a most valuable. asset to their 
communities, to their state, to their country. 


mY 
te 


RATE CARD INFORMATION 


HAMBAR service, of electronic equipment only, is 
available to all subscribers, amateurs and non-amateurs at 
e rate of 10 cents per word, which includes address, call 
sign, etc. Minimum charge for any HAMBAR is $3.00. All 
ommercial and non-subscribers rate is 15 cents per word. 
Minimum charge of $5.00 for each HAMBAR. No reruns. 
Each HAMBAR must be resubmitted each month. No ad 
ill be published unless accompanied by full remittance! 
e require all HAMBAR ads contain the ful’ mailing 
address, call sign, zip and area-phone number, if any. Make 
it easy for person wanting to buy your equipment. No 
'AMBARS via telephone! 


COMMERCIAL DISPLAY 


Full-page $125.00. Half (1/2) page $80.00. One-quarte 
1/4) page $55.00. One-eighth (1/8) page $40.00. Camera 
ready. Lay-out, make-up and typeset fee is extra according 
o size of ad and typeset required for same. 


Deadline for all HAMBARS and ads, eighth (8th) of 
gach month to 1280 Sarno Rd., Suite 224, Melbourne, FL 
2935. Normal mailing date 25th of each month. Than 
you for your cooperation. 


- Editor 


WANTED - Kenwood 7850 or even exchange for 7950. 
Dr. V.J. Saetta (N4IJN); 500 Saetta Road; Pompano Bch. 
33064. Ph: 305-946-2622. 


NEEDED - for antique console TV. Flyback transformer 


#003619690001, Philco Model #R6852TPEO1; Chassis 
#25C525. Edwin B. Crenshaw, D.D.S.; 5211 Curry Ford 
Road; Orlando, FL 32812. CALL COLLECT 407-277-1211. 


FOR SALE - UNIDEN HR2510 10 meter SSB, FM, CW, 
AM synthesized VFO with 50 channel scanning. $145.00. 
Yeasu FT-227R Memorizer 2 meter mobile, $100.00. Art 
Rauch, W4VZ; 10950 SW 105 Ave.; Miami, FL 33176. PH: 
305-274-3709. 


Churches welcome all denominations, but prefer tens and 
twenties. 


FOR SALE - Icom 735 transceiver with CW keyer, mic. 
MINT -$650. Kenwood AT230 Ant. Tuner SWR. MINT - 
$175.00. Charles Lent 7815 Rolling Grove Dr. W; Lakeland, 
FL 33809; PH: 813-858-0257. 


TOWER - 70’ crank-tilt, Tri-Ex with gin, winch and 
rotor. Storm damaged. $400. Will help remove. Linear, Heath 
SB-221, 2kw, 10-160, like new $600. Kevin Poslusny, 
KJ4PR 305-235-6727. 11-14 SW 154 Terrace; Miami, FL 

1 


FOR SALE - 40 & 80 Mosley trap dipole model TD-2. 
SWR 1.5/1 or better. 1 full KW, 2000 SSB. Max overall 
length 114 ft. 52 or 72 ohm xmission line. 7 Ibs.-Complete 
$50.00 pick up or add UPS. Andy Clark, W41YT 41 Lenape 
Dr.; Miami Springs, FL 33166. PH: 305- 888-3874. 


FREE - To SKIP MEMBERS ONLY. For your SASE, 


KENWOOD SM-220 monitor scope, 


we will send updated application for AMATEUR RADIO 


. License Plate. You can also write Div. of Motor Vehicles, 


Neil Kirman Bldgl, Tallahassee FL 32399 and ask for copy 
of KSMC 83041 (Rev. 1/91)s. sEND sase to: FLA SKIP, PO 
BOX 501, Miami Springs, FL 33266. 


Family reunions are where you travel thousands of miles 
to visit people you left home to get away from. 


FOR SALE - Kenwood TS900 Xcvr. Remote VFO, Spkr, 
Power Supply $350. Dentron Clipperton ‘‘L’’ Linear Amp 
with 4 572Bs, $400. Dentron MT3000 Ant. Tuner with 
built-in 200W Dummy Load, $100. Yaesu Spkr $15. Ten-Tec 
Model 2510B Mode B Satellite Stn converter with mike, 
Tokyo Hy-Power HRA-2 144 MHz pre-amp, Model-60U 430 
MHz RF Pwr Amp, Cushcraft AOP-1 Satellite Ants, Alliance 
HD-73 Az rotator, U-110 El rotator with push-up mast with 
all nec cables $550. All equipment with manuals & in very 
good condx. Dick Leisy, W4O0OH, 650 W 63 Dr., Hialeah, 
FL 33012. Ph: 305-822-0052 


FOR SALE: LIKE NEW with manual, Yaesu FT-107M 
and matching VFO FV-107, in shipping cartons, $625.00. 
The famous little SWAN270B transceiver, self contained 
260W, 5 bander. (new price $525.) Asking $225. ASTRON 
RS-20A, 12 VDC with 220 VAC input $48.00. Uniden 
BEARCAT BC-140 144-160 MHz, 10 chnl scanner. Reqs 12 
VDC, Can be used in car, boat, mobile, etc. $38. All above 
plus UPS. Andy Clark, W4IYT, 41 Lenape Dr.; Miami 
Springs, FL 33166. PH: 305-888-3874. 


ollins mint. Sena wl 
filters. New Spare AC Power Xformer. $1895.00 plus 
shipping. Elmer Shafer N8ES; 3479 Kersdale Rd.; Pepper 
Pike, OH 44124, PH: 216-831-9198. 


SELL - Hustler 4-BTV trap vertical, 40/20/15/10, with 
radials, 7 months old, like new $75.00 plus UPS shipping. 
Hal Sillman, K4SCT; 3420 Hibiscus Pl.; Miramar, FL 33023. 
PH: 305-962-0207. 


Two cynics were talking. ‘‘My wife can talk for hours on 
any subject,’’ one of them said. ‘‘You’re lucky,”’ replied the 
other. ‘‘Mine doesn’t even need a subject.”’ 


FOR SALE - ICOM station. 725 with CW Filter, 2KL 
500W Linear, AT 500 tuner, SP3 Speaker, SM5 Desk Mike, 
hand held mike, Station COMPLETE, used daily. $3384., 
MY price $2250. ICOM STATION, 728, with CW Filter, 
AH3 automatic tuner, AH2B Bumper mount with whip. List 
$2256. MY price, $1500. Multi-band Antenna 50 Ft. Vertical - 
18HT. $350. W.E. Rheney, NA4X; 5984 SW 83rd St.; 


Miami, FL 33143. PH: 305-665-5923. 


SELL - PACKAGE. TS430S-PS430-S P430-AT250-MC- 
60, Heathkit SB200, IC20AT-BC35-BP7, TA33JR-Ringo 
Ranger on Rohn 25 Tower, You take down..good deal, KLM 
KT34A Cheap, IC720A-with PS15 + PT2. No shipping. 
Contact Ernie WA4CCP, 305- 681-5569. 245 NW 119 St. 
Miami. 


FOR SALE - Collins 30L1.-KW Amplifier with extra 
811As and auxilary cooling fan, $650. ICOM~730. 100 watt 
transceiver 80-10 meters, IF mechanical filter, hand and 
SM-5 desk mic, matching PS-15 20A power supply, $625. 
$250. Everything 
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excellent, selling for health reasons. Jim Gundry, W4JM, 
2908 Forestgreen Drive, South. Lakeland, FL 33811. PH: 
813-644-3435. 


WANTED - Heath, ‘‘World’s Most Accurate Clock’’. 
ASTRON 20 Amp Power Supply. Don Murray, W4WJ, 275 
NW 157 St., Miami, FL 33169. PH: 305-653-2000. 


Anticipation and expectancy of failure bring it about. 


WANTED - PS30 Power Supply and MC-50 Mic for 
Kenwood TS120S. SELL - Hammarlund HQ110A Receiver 
6M-160M with manual, abt 1962. Stu Mann, KA4LHE, 
18375 Oak Leaf Ct., Jupiter, FL 33458. PH: 407-744-6482. 


FOR SALE - AMPLIFIERS, VHF and UHF, 50, 100, 
160, and 400+ watts out, also several 2 mtr. and 70cm, HD, 
compact, alum. beams. Cubical Quad parts, F/G spreader 
poles and alum. spiders. For info write or call Tom, 
KC4SUS, 10515 SW 138 Ct. Miami, FL 33186. PH: 
305-385-5022. 


FOR SALE - KENWOOD TS-830S, with YK-88C and 
YG-455C CW filters, also Kenwood MC-60 mic, plus 
Heathkit HM-102 Pwr/SWR Mtr, and Autek Keyer, $600. 
AMP Supply LA-1000 No Tune 1200 Watt Amplifier $300. 
Ron Murphy, N4ELA, 2075 Mooringline Dr., Vero Beach, 
FL, 32963. PH: 407-231-9151. 


SELL - ICOM 751A all-mode general coverage transcei- 
ver with CW filter, mnike, manual, factory cartons, like new, 
hardly used, $895. EPSON Equity-I Computer (IBM), 640K 
RAM, dual drives, color monitor, modem, game card, 
software, mint, $275. Bob Needleman, KD4ZN/3, 2803 
Stanbridge St., #B-220, Norristown, PA 19401. PH: 215- 
279-2515 eves. 


BAIT FISH - Now that I’ve snagged you and got your 
attention, how about calling FLORIDA SKIP to report any 
interesting news stories or leads on news stories in your area. 
I’m all ears! Call Ger at 1-800-421-3279. 


FOR SALE - 
Amplifier 160-10M. 2-3-500Z Eimac Tubes still under 
warranty. Absolutely Mint Contition-$1000.00//AMERI- 
TRON AL-811 600W Linear Amplifier 160-10M, 3-811A 
Tubes, Mint condition-$450.00//5 New 811A Tubes AMERI- 
TRON Matched for above amplifier $40.00, sold only with 


abdove.//Shure 444-D Microphone, NEW. Won at hamfest, . 


never used, still in box-$45.00.//Complete packet radio 
Station, C64-PK64-1541 Panasonic Color Monitor - any 
reasonable offer accepted.//Must see all above to appreciate. 
Prefer local pick-up. Try out on operating table. Don, 
W4PEL, 7807 NW 39th St., Coral Springs, FL 33065 
PH: 1-305-752-2990. 


SELL - Kenwood TH78A w.speaker mike (new)-$485.00. 
Yaesu FT902DM HF s/44d-$680.00. Heath Digital multime- 
ter IM1210-$60.00. B+K_ transistor checker-$85.00. Bell 
Howell (Heath type) 5’’ scope-$70.00. Sencore YF33 
Fly/yoke checker-$30.00. HP 410B VTVM-$25.00. Heath 
TV Alignment Generator IG-52-$25.00. Heath Condenser 
checker-$30.00. Heath VTVM V-7A-$45.00. Hal CRI200 
RTTY interface-$35.00. Heath HO-10 Monitor Scope-$55.00. 
Commodore 128-$99.00. Commodore 1571 drive-$100.00. 
Grid dip meter-$85.00. WANTED - SM220 Station Monitor, 
TL922 Amplifier, VS1 and VS2 Voice synthesizer, Heath 
SB220 Amplifier, DSP100 Processor. Michael Rubin, 
KD4NAV, 11727 SW 112 Ave., Miami FL 33176-3916. PH: 
305-233-7120. 

Commodore C-64 Users - Let’s talk. I need an affordable 
multimode data controller and H.F. rig for packet monitoring, 
etc. Call Robert 305-261-8021 after 7 PM. 
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KENWOOD TL-922A 2KW Linear 


ARRL Director Butler awarding the QST Cover Plaque award 
to Joel Kandel, KI4T. for his article on Hurricane Andrew in 
the December 1992 issue, as Vice Director Gauzens looks on. 
Presented at the Miami Hamboree in February 1993. 


Obituary 
Murieal ‘“‘Sonny’’ Hermeney, KD4GEF 
1947 - 1993 


If you don’t live in the area of the West Palm Beach 
146.670 repeater, you’ve probably never heard of ‘‘Sonny’’ 
KD4GEF. He had only received his Amateur license about a 
year and a half ago and while he got on as often as possible, 
he wasn’t as active as a lot of the guys who hang out on ‘67. 


- Sonny was not technically oriented and he never got involved 


with DX. He was a communicator, he always had a good 
word for everyone and he knew just what to say to make 
everything OK. Sonny was not new to radio; he had been 
active on the CB IIM frequencies for quite awhile. When the 
code requirement was lifted he immediately obtained his 
Tech license and was issued the KD4GEF callsign. He was 
immensely fold of his Amateur radio activities and was 


looking forward to participating in the field day activities of | 
the West Palm Beach Radio Club to which he proudly | 


belonged. 


Sonny had lost both legs in an accident in 1966. He had 
very limited use of his arms. In spite of his physical 
condition, he was a most cheerful and outgoing individual 
and was always looking forward to the future with 
enthusiasm. To all those who knew Sonny, he was an 
exemplary man, and an outstanding example for all to 
emulate. 


Murieal ‘‘Sonny’’ Hermeney, KD4GEF became a Silent 
Key unexpectedly on the 19th of April. He will be missed by 
all his many friends. §- Bob McDow, W4KOG 


EAA-Continued from Page 1. . 
meeting at Milwaukee’s Curtiss Wright (now Timmerman) 
Field in January of that year. 


EAA’s first Fly-in Convention was held on September 12, 


1953. The weekend gathering took place at Milwaukee’s 
Curtiss Wright Field and attracted a handful of airplanes 
(mostly antiques and homebuilts) and less than 40 people. 
However, the “‘family reunion’’ atmosphere established then, 
conth. . as a hallmark of all EAA activities: 


In 1955, il wrote an article entitled ‘‘How to Build an 
Airplane for Less than $800 -- With Engine’’ for Mechanix 
Illustrated magazine. The article created a tremendous 
amount of interest and sent EAA memberships soaring into 
the thousands. 


In 1960, the event moved to Rockford, IL, to accommo- 
date more people and airplanes. During the ‘‘Rockford 
Years,’ the Fly-In expanded from a weekend get together to 
a week-long convention. In 1970, the Fly-In Moved to its 
present home in Oshkosh, Wisconsin, where more than 


800,000 people and 12,000 airplanes attended last year’s 


event. 


The EAA now has more than 132,000 members - young 
and old, pilot and non-pilot - representing virtually the entire 
spectrum of aviation. More than 750 Chapters provide 
valuable support for EAA programs and activities. EAA’s 
monthly magazine, Sport Aviation, keeps member up to date 
on current trends, technology, personalities and issues. Three 
unique Divisions are open to EAA members interested in 
specific aircraft or activities, such as Antiques/Classics, 
Warbirds and Aerobatics. 


The EAA and Amateur Radio share a common bond; 
experimentation, technology, operation and most importantly 
-fellowship. 


POLK HAM CLUB. The Polk County Civil Defense 
Amateur Communications Society public service club, ‘*The 
Polk Ham Club’’, set up and operated its amateur radio 
station, W4TJM, at the Lakeland, Florida airport April 18-24, 
1993. 


A message center was set up and two mobile communica- 
tions vans were used to send free messages as a public 
service for the many visitors of the Experimental Aircraft 
Association Sun & Fun EAA Fly-In. message distribution 
was handled through the National Traffic System as 
sponsored by the American Radio Relay League, Inc. 


A total of 853, visitors signed the guest register at the 
message center, 429 of these were licensed amateur radio 
operators. A total of 725 messages were sent to 50 states and 
10 countries. Twenty-eight messages were returned undeli- 
verable, unable to locate addressee by address or telephone 
number. 


Five staff members and 31 workers worked a total of 
1,113 hours. The message and communications center was 
operated by members of the Polk Ham Club, and Ham 
volunteers from Polk County and adjacent areas. Many: of the 


volunteers hold multiple memberships in other organizations, . 


such as the Amateur Radio Emergency Service, Radio 
Amateur Civil Emergency Service, the National Traffic 
System, and other public service organizations. 


Directions and talk-in information was supplied fitough 
the N4KEG Repeater 147.375. Fifty-nine contacts were made 
with people requesting directions to the site. The Lakeland 
Repeater 146.685, and the Lake Wales Repeater, 147.330 
was also used for relaying messages. 


FORT PIERCE ARC FLIES LOW 
- By Wesley Sammis, W2YRW 


Ed. Note: The FPARC conducted a Special Event Station 
during a recent Experimental Aircraft Association Fly-in. 


With the symphonic roar from many aircraft engines 
providing background music, Fort Pierce Amateur Radio 
Club (FPARC) of Florida inaugurated KN4RY Special Event 
Station. This was in conjunction with and the invitation from 
Chapter 908, Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA) for 
their two day ‘‘Delight of Flight’’ Fly-in and Air Show, held 
at Saint Lucie County (Florida) Airport March 6 and 7, 1993. 


Using a Cushcraft R7 Vertical and a Kenwood TS440, 
operators made contacts on 10, 15 and 20 meters. A 
homebrew vertical and Icom 28H was used for 2 meters 
contacts, Nationally amateur radio members of EAA meet on 
40 meters each Saturday. KN4RY attempted to make contact 
with this net for a direct connect to the show, but 
unfortunately was unable to do so. 


Aircraft of every description from vintage and wartime to 
many different homebuilt types were on display. Several 
thousand attendees were able to visit the many parked 
aircraft, and many included KN4RY in their tour, naturally 
attracting visiting ‘‘Hams’’. More than a few of the parked 
aircraft also took part in the Air Show. 


Using this event as preparation for a future Field Day or 
other emergency situation, over two hundred contacts were 
made using emergency generator power. This event under the 
directions of President Bill Sinbine, N4XEO, members Bill 
Shisler, W3DHN; Gig Laughlin, WB4NOZ and Tom Shedd, 


K4IWD, also an EAA member, provided excellent 
experience for alt concerned. On Sunday, 10 meter 
**pileups’? on the KN4RY frequency was common, This 


event, held during the ARRL International DX Contest, made 
this accomplishment even more exciting. 


FPARC acknowledges the assistance of many members 
and non-members who volunteered their time to operate the 
stations. They were: WB4NOZ, N4XEO, KD4GFX, AB4ZU, 
KN4RY, W3DHN, N4LLC, KC4ZHH, KD4VHB, W9OQN, 
KD4WHB, KD4CTC, WB9SHT, AA7ME and W2YRW. 
Visiting amateurs who checked in were: KO4RL, WA2JFD, 
K2KXK, W4KMX, W2KOQ, W2TVE, K8UVB, KG4VTL, 
W2KGV, K1VAO, W4PHJ and KB4SHV. 


Chapter 908, EAA, through Tom Shedd, K4I1WD has 
issued an invitation for FPARC to hold another Special Event 
Station for the 1994 Fly-in and Air Show, and FPARC will 
be there. All Stations that made contact with KN4RY, and 
submits QSL confirmation with an SASE will be receiving an 
8 1/2 x 11” Certificate. 


This man’s picture appears elsewhere in the magazine. The 
picture was taken nearly 30 years ago. Boy you talk about aging 
gracefully! It’s Frank Butler 
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BROWER - Continued from front page 


The Browers would like to thank all who have written to 
the ARRL, government officials, ham radio publications and 
sent letters of encouragement to them. They extended a 
special thanks to James H. Laseter, N4ZYX, for acting as 
trustee for their legal defense trust. Your generous contribu- 
tions have helped cushion their tremendous financial burden. — 
David said, ‘‘We will not give up our fight to protect the 
future of our great hobby! Thanks for your continued 
support.”’ 


“FLORIDA HAMFEST UPDATE. 


DATE LOCATION NOTES 


| jun 19 *¥* Sarasota FREE! At Riverview High School 
on Proctor Rd. 8am to 1pm 
Talk-in on 146.910 
Jun 19 Orlando FREE! At Univ. of Cent. FL 
Univ. Blvd & Alafaya Trail 
Talk-in on 146.640 


| 

| 

1% : 
| Jul 81/Aug | Jacksonville Prime Osbome Convention Center Ed. Note. Although this is a positive step in the right 


direction for the Browers, it is not the final wrap for all 
aspects of the case. Hopefully, for the Browers, and 
ultimately, all of amateur radio, these matters will be sorted 
out. FLORIDA SKIP commends David and Sherri for their 
perseverance and consideration of fellow amateur radio 
operators, in seeking justice in this litigation. 


Cor. So. Lee and W. Bay Streets 
Talk-in on 146.76 
Sept 11/12. Melbourne Melbourne Auditorium 
625 Hibiscus Blvd. 
Talk-in on 146.85 
Sept 26 New Port Richey New Port Richie Recreation Center 
(Sunday only) 
6630 Van Buren 


Individuals desiring to contribute to the Brower Legal 
Talk-in on 145.350 or 147.150 


Defense fund may send contributions to: 


Oct 2 Titusville FREE! At Arthur Dunn Airport 
Talk-in on 146.910 Brower Legal Defense Trust 
Oct 16 Starke Bradford County Fairgrounds 


c/o James Laseter, N4Z YX, Trustee 
2716 Robin Street 
Fort Pierce, FL 34982 


US 301 and SR 100 
Talk-in on 145.150 
Oct 23/24 West Palm Beach = Expo Center at South Fla Fairgrounds 
SR: 80 just east of US 441 
Talk-in on 147.165 


Oct 29/30 St. Petersburg QCWA National Convention at : Ho 
® 
He SARC Tailgate Event 
Talk-in on 145.290 By Carl Zelich, AA4MI 
Nov 6 Eustis Lake County Fairgrounds Special Correspondent 
Talk-in on 147.255 & 442.900 4 
Nov 20/21 Tampa Expo Hall, Fla State Fairgrounds The Sarasota Amateur Radio Club will have a Taligate : 
Talk-in on 146.940 Event at Riverview High School in Sarasota on a 19; Cem 
Dec 4 Okeechobee Agriculture Center Bldg 1993 from 8 AM until 1 PM. ~ . 
on U.S. 441, 1.5 miles north of nae 
S.R. 70 Directions: West Side of Riverview High School. Turn 


Talk-in on 147.195 
FRE RARE KKK KERR RRA KEK A KEKE KK KK EEK 
SEND ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO: . 
* BILL BRITTON, KB4VOL 8703 S.E. JARDIN ST. 
HOBE SOUND, FL 33455 * 


west on Bee Ridge Road off I-75 to Beneva Rd. Turn left, 
‘south to Proctor Rd. and turn right, west thru the light at 
Swift Rd. Look for Riverview High School on your left. We 
will be in the parking lot just past the School Buildings. Talk 
in: 146.91 (-). \ 


) 
| St. Pete-Clearwater Airport Holiday 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| ay 
Information: Paul, KD4BWT @K KB4WUA aul 


NEWNEWSLETTERS q 


HAMM RAMM NEWSlines landed on the desk of the 
Editor this month. The newsletter was sent by Buzz (The Old 
Buzzard) Showalter, W4UJL. The HAMM RAMM NEWSline 
is published monthly by the HAMM/RAMM ARC, a special 
interest group of, The Retirees Association of Martin Marietta 
Electronic, Information and Missiles Group. The newest is 
edited by Jim Emmons, W40PR. 


The newsletter even had a few good words about the . 
FLORIDA SKIP and we thank you. In response to Buzz’s _ 
penned notation: Yes, the FLORIDA SKIP has a new 
address. 


FLORIDA SKIP 
SUBMITTALS 
Don’t forget our new address for advertising copy, 


_ articles, subscriptions, HAMBARS, classified ads, corres- 
Fi | pondence and press releases. 


4 You can also submit articles by modem up to 2400 
\ baud on our toll-free 800 line. Also use the 800 numbe 
tor story leads, news items and other news-related topics. 


FLORIDA SKIP 
1280 Sarno Road 
Suite 224 
Melbourne, FL 32935 

Tele: 242-5993 (local) - 1-800-421-3279 


ee ee 


Another newsletter was received from the Highlands ~~ 
County Amateur Radio Club. It is REALLY new; Volume l 
Number | and is the new baby of Ray Ambrose, WB4AIW - J 
Editor. We wish him well in his new endeavor. ah 
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